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Royal Borough cases
As of today there are 41.6 cases per 100,000 with 83% of exposures via
household members and household visitors. If you do have to go out,
remember hands, face, space. Don't take the virus home with you.
The Royal Borough's case rates are updated daily on the Berkshire Public
Health website. The weekly reports, updated on Wednesday evenings, show
case breakdowns per Royal Borough ward as well as transmission rates and
vaccination figures per age group.

Home testing being launched
We hope to launch our home testing scheme Community Collect, on 22 March.
It’s for people with sustained contact with school children and early years. This
includes anyone living in households with children, members of support
bubbles, childcare and those in related occupations (as defined by central
government).
You’ll be able to collect free lateral flow tests from our existing community
testing sites at Braywick and Windsor Leisure Centres, and take them home to
do. These testing kits will contain instructions on how to use them and register
your results online.
We’re currently putting the finishing touches to our plans so will give you more
details in next week’s newsletter. Also keep a lookout on our social media or
email our community testing programme.

Want to visit a loved one in a care home?
No more looking though glass at each other. Care home residents are now
allowed one regular nominated visitor under the government’s lockdown
roadmap.
Although each care home will be managing this differently, one thing in
common is that you’ll need to have a negative lateral flow test before each
visit.
This falls under the ‘carers’ criteria of approved occupations for community
testing, meaning you can get tested twice weekly, free of charge, at either
Braywick or Windsor Leisure Centres. Find out about our community testing
and how to book online.

Surge testing
Departments from across the council met online this week for a hypothetical
run-through of surge testing in a Royal Borough postcode to make sure we’re
prepared if needed.
Surge testing, also called enhanced testing, is where 5,000 polymerase chain
reaction (PCR) tests are used in a targeted area when an unexplained case of
a COVID-19 variant is found. The tests are hand delivered to people in their
homes, and to offices, businesses and community organisations (as lockdown
eases) - and then collected back.
PCR are different from lateral flow tests (LFT) because they're sent to a
laboratory for genomic sequencing.
We have no reason to believe a COVID-19 variant is currently in the Royal
Borough. Nearby local authorities, such as in Surrey and Basingstoke, have
already run surge testing so we’re able to use their experiences in our
planning.

Vaccination latest
If you receive a text from the sender ‘NHSvaccine’ inviting you to book, it’s
genuine. And to be doubly sure, the NHS will never ask for payment or your
bank details.
Frimley NHS Health and Care has now given more than 200,000 does across
the region. With vaccine supplies due to increase from next week, Frimley
plans to further accelerate its rollout of both first and second jabs.
After your first dose, it will take several weeks to build up some protection.
Only the second dose will give you maximum protection. But even then, you
still may be able to pass the virus onto others. So while restrictions are in place
it's crucial everyone sticks to them.
If you're the main carer of someone at high risk from coronavirus and you
receive the Carer's Allowance, or it says you're a carer in your GP record, you
can get the vaccine. Carers UK has guidance on registering as a carer.
The vaccination programme is being run by the NHS, not the council. For
Frimley NHS Health and Care's statistics see regional and national data on the
NHS England website.

Ask us about COVID-19
There's still time to submit your questions for our next public meeting of our
Outbreak Engagement Board on Monday 15 March, which is again being live
streamed from 2.30pm.
Submit your questions in advance by emailing our Democratic Services by
midday tomorrow (12 March). You won’t be able to ask questions during the
session.
Find out more about our COVID-19 Outbreak Plan on our website and also see
the answers to your questions from previous meetings.
To join this meeting, visit our Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead
YouTube channel where it will appear once it starts. These meetings are also
being recorded so if you miss them, you can watch them at your leisure.

All the latest at your fingertips
Keep abreast of all the Royal Borough's non COVID-19 news in our other
weekly e-newsletter. You can sign up for it here and unsubscribe at any time.
You're in control.

Helpful contacts
COVID-19 support in the Royal Borough
Government roadmap out of lockdown
Government COVID-19 information
Public Health England and Department of Health and Social Care guidance
NHS England advice
Keep up to date with Royal Borough COVID-19 news and information by
following us on Twitter and Facebook.
Read the Privacy Notice for this e-newsletter on our website.
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