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Welcome to the OGAFCA Summer newsletter... 

FIFIELD FUN DAY  
Saturday 28th July 

2018 
Come and Join us for 
lots of Fun in Fifield 

A real village fete! 

GATES OPEN AT 1.30 PM 
 Entry Free 

Steam Train Rides, Hog Roast, BBQ, Tombolas, 
Raffle, Punch & Judy, Kiddies Corner and Games, 

Fair Ground, Animal Roadshow, Coconut Shy, 
Magician, Novelty Dog Show, Bottle Stall, Last 

Chance Saloon, Auction, Craft Stalls, Face 
Painting, Beer and Wine Tent, Tea and Buns AND  

Much Much More!!  
Deep Meadows, Fifield 
Road, Fifield SL6 2NX 

 

 Chairman’s Report 

Firstly I would like to thank those members who have renewed their 
membership and who continue to support the Community Association in it’s 
work.  

Many locals are still unhappy about the large number of HGVs using our 
roads since the HGV restriction through Holyport and we are trying to put a 
case together. I would ask those residents who live in Oakley Green Road 
and other areas affected, to report to your committee about any structural 
damage caused by HGVs passing their property. If you can write it down and 
post pictures of the damage so much the better. We need hard evidence if 
we are to progress and get the Borough Council to act on this problem. 

We are very grateful to Mr Ian Pankhurst of Farmglade Limited who has 
kindly made a donation to purchase a defribulator for our Community which 
should be located at the Braywood Memorial Hall soon. We are still trying to 
raise the money to have a second unit which hopefully will be installed in the 
phone box by the Red Lion Public House. If anyone would like to contribute 
to this please contact myself or the Clerk at Bray Parish Council. 

The AGM will take place in the Braywood Memorial Hall on Thursday 
September 20  and our guest speaker there will be a representative from 
Phoenix Gymnastics Club who will be giving an update on the progress they 
have made to start building the new gymnasium in Fifield. If you are 
interested in how this will affect the village then please come along and find 
out. Questions will be welcome from the floor. 

Please look at the “Dates for your Diary” in this issue as we are going to  be  
having social evenings throughout the winter months starting with a few 
bingo sessions and don’t forget if anyone has any ideas for a function in the 
Braywood Memorial Hall please let us know and we will try and incorporate it 
into our programme.  

We are also going to have a Christmas Fair in the village hall on  Saturday 
November 17 so please put this date in your diary and come along and get a 
few bargains for Christmas. 

And finally do make a note in your diary for Thursday September 20 which is 
the AGM at Braywood Memorial Hall. We would very much like to see you 
there. 

Bill Collier 



 

 

The 12th Fifield Fun Day will take place at Deep Meadows, Fifield Road on 
Saturday 28 July from 1.30pm – 5pm  

Since it started, the Fun Day has been raising money for charity and those 
who have benefitted from the generosity of Fun Day supporters include 
Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice, Thames Valley Hospice, Hearing 
Dogs for the Deaf, Rosie’s Rainbow and 1st Slough Scouts to name but a 
few.  Also, the Fun Day has supported local charities such as Braywood 
Cricket Club, Braywood Memorial Hall and Windsor Horse Rangers, all who 
contribute to the success of the day by providing much needed volunteers.  
In addition to the neighbourhood charities, proceeds from this year’s Fun 
Day will be donated to Thames Valley Adventure Playground and Starfish 
(an organisation which teaches children with learning difficulties to swim). 

Last year’s Fun Day raised £7,500.00 for the chosen charities. 

To make a success of the day the Fifield Fun Day requires support from the 
local community as follows:- 

 Physical support from volunteers to set up (Friday afternoon/evening) 
and take down (Saturday evening/Sunday morning) or to cover stalls 
during the event itself. 

 Donations of raffle and auction prizes and gifts. 
 Items for the tombola for both adults and children. 
 Bottles of wine for the bottle stall. 
 Bake some buns, fairy cakes, cup cakes etc (no scones please) for 

the tea tent. 
 
If you are able to assist in any way please contact us via OGAFCAP.co.uk 
or Louise Shenston  louise.challis@btinternet.com,   
Julie Glover julie-g@btconnect.com  or, for tea tent  items, Helen Howard at 
howardhj@btinternet.com  or 01628 782003.  
If you would like a stall, please contact Bill Collier fifieldartgroup@gmail.com 
as there are still some spaces. 
 
And last but not least, come along on the day to support us. If you can’t 
make it you can still support us as there will be raffle tickets to purchase 
beforehand or perhaps you would like to bake buns or make a donation.  

FIFIELD FUN DAY 2018 
Saturday  28  JULY from 1.30pm 
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Fifield Art Group   

For this year’s Fifield Fun Day we are inviting donations of buns 
- be it fairy cakes, cup cakes, muffins, plain, fancy, iced, not 
iced  - wherever your imagination takes you! 

Last year we had wonderful donations of cakes and buns which 
helped the success of the Tea Tent despite the tea urns going 
on strike! Most popular were the buns – better for small hands 

and the middle of a field.  So this year we are asking for buns only. 

As the Fifield Fun Day will be earlier this year -  Saturday July  
28 - this is advance warning, so please make a note in your 
diaries. If you think that you could Bake a Bun please let me 
know. Sorry but no scones. 
 
Helen Howard 01628 782003 or howardhj@btinternet.com  

Bake a Bun for Fun               

Members of the Art Group travelled to Compton near Guildford on Saturday 
2 June to a Watercolour Painting Workshop to paint a picture of Whitby 
Harbour and Seascape.  

It was hosted by Mathew Palmer who is a professional artist and the day  
was very informative. We frequently go to these workshops so if anyone 
would like a relaxing day out painting then let me know.  

The Art Class will break up for the summer holidays on 31 July and will 
return again on Monday and Tuesday  3 and 4 September.  I still have a few 
vacancies so if you would like to join us then please get in touch . 

Bill Collier 

After many years of debate, a position has finally been agreed upon for the 
new Parish Noticeboard in Oakley Green. 

It will be sited in John Train’s Nursery on the Oakley Green Road and will 
display Parish notices and OGAFCA news. It will be available to view seven 
days a week between 9am and  5.30pm and should be “in situ” in the next 
few weeks. Watch this space! 

Parish Noticeboard 
If you are able to assist in any way please contact us via OGAFCAP.co.uk
or Louise Shenston louise.challis@btinternet.com,
Julie Glover julie-g@btconnect.com or, for tea tent items, Helen Howard
howardhj@btinternet.com or 01628 782003. If you would like a stall, 
please contact Bill Collier fifieldartgroup@gmail.com as there are still some 
spaces.

And last but not least, come along on the day to support us. If you can’t
make it you can still support us as there will be raffle tickets to purchase
beforehand or perhaps you would like to bake buns or make a donation.



 

 

RSM Henry Congdon - WW1 Hero 

On Monday 28  May a service was held at the Fifield 
Inn to commemorate the life, and sacrifice, of RSM 
Henry Congdon. 

RSM Henry Congdon was the landlord of the Fifield 
Inn from 1905 -1914. He enlisted in August 1914 
and died of his wounds, aged 51, on 28 May 1918. 
He was awarded 6 war medals. Because his family 
had moved away from Fifield by the time he died, 
his name is not recognised on our local war 
memorials (see article in Bray Newsletter Spring 
2018). 

The service was arranged by the British Legion and was attended by 
Henry’s descendants, members of the local community and our local MP, 
Prime Minister, the Right Honourable Theresa May. 

It was a beautiful day and the congregation gathered in the shade of a tree 
in the pub garden. Sandra Kiely, who was responsible for doing all the 
research into Henry’s life, gave a short address and then Geoff Hayes, from 
the British Legion, led the congregation in the Act of Remembrance. This 
was followed by refreshments, provided by the Fifield Inn. 

There will be a lasting montage in the Fifield Inn and RSM Henry Congdon’s 
name will be added to the Braywood Memorial. 

Henry George Congdon was born in Dunbar in 
Scotland on 28 February 1867. When he was 17 he 
enlisted in the Royal Engineers and served his 
Country in Bermuda, Gibraltar, St. Lucia and 
Barbados, rising in the ranks to Company Sergeant 
Major. 

In August 1905, aged 39 and after 21 years of service, 
Henry took his discharge from the army and became 
the landlord of The White Hart in Fifield (now known 
as the Fifield Inn). His discharge papers describe him 
as an experienced joiner, just under six foot in height, 

Theresa May attends Commemoration Service for 
RSM Henry Congdon at Fifield Inn 

 

 

Please submit Autumn Newsletter contributions 
 by Friday 28 September 2018 

 via the web site or email to alison.j.brayshaw@gmail.com  

Send your comments on any issue relating to our community 
via OGAFCAP.co.uk or by post to the address on the inside 

front cover 

with a fresh complexion and dark brown hair. With his wife, Mary, and four 
children at the local school, Henry must have been well known in the village. 
Very sadly, his only son, James, died age 6 and is thought to be buried in 
Braywood Cemetery. 

August 1914 saw the start of World War 1 and Henry, aged 47, re-enlisted. 
He joined the 12th (Eastern) Division Royal Engineers, 69th Field Company 
as Company Sergeant Major 44469. The 12th Division was set up for men 
who enlisted in the army from August 1914. One of its battalions was the 5th 
Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment, into which many of the Bray Parish 
men enrolled. As a Royal Engineer Company Sergeant Major, Henry will 
have supported the 5th Engineers, some of whom would, undoubtedly, have 
been regulars at the White Hart Inn and would have known Henry as the 
landlord. 

Henry arrived in France on 1 June 1915. That summer he fought in the 
battles of Albert, Pozieres and Le Transloy, all battles of the Somme. On 13 

June 1916 he is listed in the London Gazette under “gallant and 
distinguished conduct in the field”. By May 1917, Henry had been promoted 
to Acting Regimental Sergeant Major and Warrant Officer and a year later 
he was mentioned again in the London Gazette under “names of special 
mention”. 

From 24 March 1918, Henry’s Division fought in 2 of the Battles of the 
Somme and by the middle of April had lost nearly 3,000 men. The April 
edition of the London Gazette listed Henry as having been awarded the 
Belgian “Croix de Guerre”, presumably as a recognition of the leadership he 
had shown during this time. 

On 28 May 1918, Henry was hit by a shell, and died of his wounds. He was 
buried in the Varennes Military Cemetery. During his army career Henry was 
awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct medals and for his WW1 
service the Victory, British, 15 Star and Croix de Guerre. He was truly a 
local hero. 



 

 One Woman (and her dog) went to Mow a Meadow 
So, the last time we spoke, we were wondering if the rain would ever stop. 
Well, be careful what you wish for – when the Gods want to punish you, they 
answer your prayers (Oscar Wilde)! Now with the sun beating down and the 
temperature rising, the crop roots are wondering what hit them! They are 
chasing the lowering water levels within the soil, and with the grain filling, it 
will be a race they are sure to lose. However, we are not keen to wish for 
rain now with the harvest so close, it might make matters worse! 

Due to these hot days and with the plants under stress. We’ve been putting 
fungicides on in the cooler early mornings – at least I have found a purpose 
for my insomnia!!  In all honesty, though, I love those early fresh summer 
mornings with the sun coming through the mist, it’s a joy to be out and about. 

Sadly, this month, we lost an old friend. One with fond memories from 
childhood, a workmate to my grandfather, and a faithful servant to the farm. 
It was our old Massey Ferguson tractor.  The one I learnt to drive on, sitting 
on Dad’s lap and trying, but mostly failing, to reach the pedals. (Not sure 
Health & Safety want to hear about that!) As time has gone by this tractor 
has played a lesser role as new machines with fancy electronic computers 
come into play, but it was always ready to work, a survivor from a simpler 
time. The new owners are tractor enthusiasts and plan to restore it and use it 
at ploughing matches, so it looks as if it will have a new life in the show ring! 
Strange, though, how you become attached to inanimate objects – or is it 
simply nostalgia? 

And speaking of simpler times, we have been out “weed rogueing”, pulling 
up the wild oats. This tenacious weed has found its way back into the odd 
field corner and the best way to stop it spreading is to physically walk the 
field, pulling out the rogue plants. It makes you feel like you’ve gone back in 
time when teams of farm workers walked the fields to manage the weeds, 
but now there’s only three of us! Still, it’s really improving my tan (mostly 
arms, neck and face) and it’s keeping Ivy active. 

I don’t wish to get into politics, but all this Brexit uncertainty is causing us 
anguish. What on earth do we plant? We have to order seed now to plant in 
2019 and sell in 2020 and we are in a crazy situation where we’re not 
entirely sure what we should be growing without a customs agreement with 
the EU. We could be thrown to the wolves with a free trade deal and Trump’s 
trade barriers! “The times they are a changing” (Bob Dylan) 

I am embarrassed to say that this is the time of year when most arable 
farmers get very excited! The expectation of the coming harvest is at the 

 

 

Safety update 

As you may have noticed travellers have returned  recently to set up on land 
such as  Holyport Green, on the Windsor Road and in June  we heard that 
around 50 caravans plus travellers tried to pull into Braywood Cricket Club. 
Fortunately a few of the players were there and managed to close the gate 
and the lead driver had to reverse back onto the road. He told a member of 
Braywood Cricket Club that we were lucky and that they would be back. Do 
be vigilant and make sure you lock up property and valuables securely and 
never approach travellers alone. 

Just to remind everyone that Thames Valley Police put out regular 
neighbourhood information and bulletins via email. If you would like to 
receive this information you can register on line through Thames Valley Alert. 

And finally I  have been in contact with the police with regard to safety in the 
village and they will be attending the Fifield Fun Day with a vehicle and 
information on keeping your property safe. So if anyone has any concerns 
about this subject then come along on July 28 and pay them a visit. 

Bill Collier 

A Defibrillator  for Oakley Green 
You will have read in the Chairman’s report that we have already been 
offered the funding for a defibrillator to be positioned outside the Braywood 
Memorial Hall.  

We are now hoping to raise the funds for a defibrillator for Oakley Green.  In 
preparation for this the Parish Council have kindly agreed to purchase the 
neglected telephone kiosk outside the “Red Lion’ so that it can be converted 
to house the defibrillator. We are hoping to use some of the money raised at 
the Fifield Fun Day to fund this, so please do come along on the day, have a 
great time,  and spend lots of money because it is all for a very good cause. 

forefront of our minds; will it be plentiful; will the weather be kind? Even with 
all our science very little has changed through the generations. The thrill of 
gathering the year’s work is a feeling that, once you catch it, it’s there for life. 
So, when you see us out and about on the roads or in the fields, take a 
moment to celebrate with us – even if it’s just a smile! 

Jenny Mortimer’s diary of life on the farm 



 

 

Your Local Councillors 
Royal Borough of Windsor and 
Maidenhead Council – Bray Ward 
Cllr David Burbage     01628 796322 

Cllr David Coppinger  07866 493272 

Cllr Leo Walters          01628 627927 

Bray Parish Council – Oakley Green and 
Fifield Ward 
Cllr Nicola Marsh       07973 112873 

Cllr Chris Yates          01344 882374 

E. Pardoe & Son 
High Class Shoe Repairers 

Quality Cutting 
 

206 Windsor Road 
Bray, Berks. SL6 2DW 

Tel: 01628 623630 

It is generally accepted that the Queen owns 
all the mute swans, however, this is not 
entirely true. Up to the 16th Century swans 
were commonly granted to the land-owners 
of a given body of water, but the only bodies 
still to exercise those rights are two livery 
companies from the City of London, namely, 
the Vintners’ Company and the Dyers’ 
Company. So, tradition has it that the swans 

are shared equally between the two livery companies and the Crown. 

Every year skiffs carrying the representatives from each group travel up the 
Thames from Sunbury to Abingdon to catch, weigh and ring the swans. 
These days, Swan Upping plays an important role in the protection and 
conservation of mute swans. The Queen’s Swan Warden collects data, 
examines the swans and cygnets and checks them for injuries or disease. 
This is a perfect opportunity to help both adults and cygnets who may 
otherwise go untreated. 

Despite the serious nature of the current ceremony, the traditional pageantry 
still exists. All the teams wear magnificent uniforms and the sight of their 
historic skiffs rowing up the River is not to be missed. The term, “Swan 
Upping” comes from the shout of ‘swan up!’ when a swan is spotted, and the 
boats gather together to surround the swan and lift it into the boat. 

The best place to witness this marvellous spectacle is on the Riverside 
Terrace at the Oakley Court Hotel on Tuesday 18 July. The boats usually 
arrive around 10 am. 

Swan Upping - A Thames Tradition 
WHATEVER THE WEATHER WE ARE 
READY TO SHOW YOU AROUND...

..make the call and we’ll be there!!

Windsor: 01753 62.1234
Datchet:  01753 54.6667



LIVE BANDS - GREAT FOOD - LICENSED BARS

MUSIC FESTIVAL 

 

SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST

GREAT FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY 



 

 Great weather for Cricket! 

Who would have believed in late April;  when the Ground Team at 
Braywood Cricket Cub were battling a flooded pitch and outfield,  that we 
would now be facing dry cracked pitches, scorched grass, and a glorious 
few weeks of good weather! The flooding was so severe, that the first 2 
weeks of the Juniors training took place at the indoor facility of the Windsor 
Boys' School. Well done to the Ground Team for getting the ground to a 
match ready condition. 

We are running U9, U11, U13 and U15 teams this season in the Junior 
section and all their league matches finish mid-July. The Sunday morning 
training for Juniors from 10am to 12 noon continues until the end of August. 
The Seniors season runs until mid-September. 

Any new players interested are welcome for a trial, please contact Stuart 
West on 07464 955112. 

The club is preparing for some ground and facility improvements over the 
Winter closed season, to include roll on covers and a new score box. 

Triathlon cyclist hits horse on Oakley Green Road 

Some of you may have seen the video clip that went viral, of a cyclist hitting 
a horse during the Windsor Triathlon. The horse was Boo and the rider was 
Jenny Mortimer, who filmed the incident on her head camera. You see the 
cyclists coming past Boo and then suddenly two cyclists overtake him on 
the inside and one of them clips him on his way past! It makes for shocking 
viewing! 

Fortunately, Boo did not kick out or spin round or the result could have been 
catastrophic. The incident is under investigation by the police and the 
organisation who run the event confirmed they have banned the cyclist  for 
life from the event. There was not adequate signage to warn residents that 
the Oakley Green Road was on the race route and there seems little 
awareness amongst cyclists of the necessity to give horses plenty of room 
when passing them. A horse is a flight animal and often can’t hear a cyclist 
coming up behind them until they are close enough to startle them, and 
their reactions can be dramatic!   

Jenny is still very shocked and upset and is keen to put the incident behind 
her but hopes that the organisers have learnt a lesson from this and take 
precautions to ensure that nothing like this ever happens again. 



 

 

If you want to find out what has been done by your 

Association to make improvements to your area  and 

what activities and projects are being planned in the 

near future areas such as : 

Broadband,  

Community Safety,  

Drainage,  

Local Planning,  

Roads & Transport  

Social & Recreational  

Then come along to the Annual General Meeting on 

Thursday 20 September 2018 

Everybody welcome!    

Guest Speaker : Phoenix Gymnastic Club will speak and 

answer questions on the new gym facilities in Fifield 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Oakley Green, Fifield and District Community Association Limited 

hereinafter referred to as “the Association”  

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Members of the Association will 

be held at  

Braywood Memorial Hall, Fifield Road, Fifield  

on Thursday 20 September 2018 at 7.30 pm 
 

 AGENDA 

 To receive the Directors’ Report and a full statement of 
accounts showing the receipts and expenditure for the 
period ending 31 March 2018 and a balance sheet as at 
that date. 

 To receive from the Committee a report of the activities 
of the Association. 

 To elect the required number of Directors which have 
been duly nominated in accordance with the Rules of 
the Association. 

 To decide on any resolution that has been duly 
submitted to the meeting in accordance with the Rules 
of the Association. 

 

Forms for the nomination of a candidate as a Director are available from 
from the Association’s website www.ogafcap.co.uk .  

Completed forms must be received by the Secretary not less than 28 days 
before the Annual General Meeting.  

Only Members of the Association are entitled to vote at this Meeting. 

Any such Member may appoint a Proxy or Proxies and a form is available 
from the Association’s website www.ogafcap.co.uk for Members unable to 
attend the Meeting.  

The completion of a Proxy Form will not prevent a Member from attending 
and voting at the Meeting in person should he/she subsequently find that 
he/she is able to do so. 

 

 BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 

Bill Collier - Secretary 13 July, 2018 

 www.ogafcap.co.uk 



 

 Defibrillators at Braywood Cricket Club  

Braywood Cricket Club now has 2 defibrillators, one is wall 
mounted in a cabinet on the exterior of the building and the 
second one is located inside the clubhouse with the First Aid 
kit in the kitchen. 

Anyone needing access to the wall mounted defibrillator 
outside the clubhouse should dial the emergency services 
(999) as the defibrillator is registered with them (SCAS). The 

emergency services will then provide a code to access the defibrillator.  

When the Cricket pavillion is unlocked for training or a game then the 
additional defibrillator in the kitchen is readily accessible. 

Braywood Cricket Club would like to thank The Louis Baylis Charitable Trust 
and Bray Ward Councillors Leo Walters and David Coppinger, for their 
generous donations for the defibrillators. 

Fi.Fest is a live music Summer festival, taking place on Saturday 4 August 
2018 located in the fields of Fifield, comprising the Main Stage area which 
will showcase 8 bands, a Kids Zone area, and food, drink and craft stalls. 
  
With live music playing including Indie, Country, Ska and hits from the 70’s 
to now. The Main Stage area will be rocking from 12 noon till 9.30pm. 
  
Younger members of the family can experience board the storytelling “Once 
upon a Time” bus on a journey to "Neverland" with CBeebies' Jane Deane, 
visit "The Magic Land of Three" in an hour long performance by the fabulous 
"Theatre of Widdershins", take in an amazing magic show, discover 
Bubbleology , sing along to a performance based on "The Greatest 
Showman" with a fantastic display by the Phoenix Gymnastic Club, and to 
wrap up the show a circus skills workshop, live music and a kid's disco! 
  
For refreshments, the Fi.Fest bar will be stocking all your favourite summer 
tipples, as well as a host of food stalls offering everything from pizza slices, 
artisan burgers, vegan and veggie selections to ice cream and waffles!  
https://www.fifest.co.uk/ 

Fi.Fest Saturday 4 August 

 

 Fifield Art Group 

Braywood Memorial Hall , 
Fifield Village 

Monday:  10am - Noon or 3 - 5pm 

Also Tuesday : 3 - 5pm or 7 - 9pm 

All materials supplied plus tea & coffee 
Inclusive cost per session only £6        

Private tuition or groups at your venue     
Fees negotiable 

Contact Bill Collier 
fifieldartgroup@gmail.com 

Or by phone 07811 953071 

Would you like to 
advertise in this 

Newsletter? 
 Please contact Bill Collier on  
07811 953071 or via email: 
fifieldartgroup@gmail.com 

Welcome Pack 
If you are new to the area 

and have not received a 
“Welcome Pack” please 

contact us at 
www.ogafcap.co.uk 



 

 

 Saturday July 28 - Fifield Fun Day 

 Saturday August 4 - Fi.Fest 

 Thursday September 20 - OGAFCA Talk and Annual General 
Meeting ALL WELCOME at Braywood Memorial Hall 7.30pm  

 Friday September 28  - Editor’s deadline  

 Friday November 2 - Bingo evening at Braywood Memorial Hall 

 Saturday November 17 - Christmas Fair 
Bingo evenings are planned for the first Friday of the month in November, 
January, February and March 
Also please note Braywood C of E School have a few events in July and 
there will be more  cars parked outside of usual drop off/ pick up times. 

 Evening:  July 11 and 12 

 Daytime: July 20 

Dates for your Dairy 2018 

 

 

APM  
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

 
Your Local Electrician 

 
 Free Quotaions 
 Part P Registered with NAPIT 
 
Call John on  

07762 232023 
01628 780965 

 
apm.elecservices@btinternet.com 

BRAYWOOD MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Fifield, Maidenhead SL6 2NX 

            Available for Hire 

 Large Hall and Meeting room with 
Boardroom Table, adjoining toilet 
and kitchenette 

 Very competitive rates 

 Meetings, conferences, parties 
wedding receptions,  classes       

  Seating for 100 in main hall 

  Car parking 

 

For further details Tel 01628 631179 



 

 

Animal Tales   
Do you have a story or poem to tell? Please send it in to OGAFCAP.co.uk  

THE LION AND ALBERT by Marriott Edgar 
There’s a famous seaside place called Blackpool, 
That’s noted for fresh air and fun, 
And Mr and Mrs Ramsbottom 
Went there with young Albert, their son. 
 
A grand little lad was young Albert, 
All dressed in his best; quite a swell 
With a stick with an ‘orse’s ‘ead ‘andle, 
The finest that Woolworth’s could sell. 
 
They didn’t think much to the Ocean: 
The waves, they was fiddlin’ and small, 
There was no wrecks and nobody drownded, 
Fact, nothing to laugh at at all. 
 
So, seeking for further amusement, 
they paid and went into the Zoo, 
Where they’d Lions and Tigers and Camels, 
And old ale and sandwiches too. 
 
There were one great big Lion called Wallace; 
His nose were all covered with scars- 
He lay in a somnolent posture, 
With the side of his face on the bars. 
 
Now Albert had heard about Lions, 
How they was ferocious and wild- 
To see Wallace lying so peaceful, 
Well, it didn’t seem right to the child. 
 
So straightway the brave little feller, 
Not showing a morsel of fear, 
Took his stick with it’s’orse’s ‘ead ‘andle 
...And pushed it in Wallace’s ear. 
 
You could see that the Liion didn’t like it, 
For giving a kind of a roll, 
He pulled Albert inside the cage with ‘im, 
And swallowed the little lad ‘ole. 
 
Then Pa, who had seen the occurence, 
And didn’t know what to do next, 
Said “Mother! Yon Lion’s ‘et Albert”, 
And Mother said, ‘Well I am vexed!” 

Then Mr and Mrs Ramsbottom- 
Quite rightly, when all’s said and done- 
Complained to the Animal Keeper, 
That the Lion had eaten their son. 
 
The keeper was quite nice about it; 
He said “What a nasty mishap. 
Are you sure that it’s your boy he’s eaten?” 
Pa said “Am I sure? There’s his cap!” 
 
The manager had to be sent for. 
He came and he said “What’s to do?” 
Pa said “Yon Lion’s ‘et Albert, 
And ‘im in his Sunday clothes, too.” 
 
The Mother said, “Right’s right, young feller; 
I think it’s a shame and a sin, 
For a lion to go and eat Albert, 
And after we’ve paid to come in.” 
 
The manager wanted no trouble, 
He took out his purse right away, 
Saying “How much to settle the matter?” 
And Pa said “What do you usually pay?” 
 
But Mother had turned a bit awkward 
When she thought where her Albert had gone. 
She said “No! someone’s got to be summonsed”- 
So that was decided upon. 
 
Then off they went to the P’lice Station, 
In front of the Magistrate chap; 
They told ‘im what happened to Albert, 
And proved it by showing his cap. 
 
The Magistrate gave his opinion 
That no one was really to blame 
And he said that he hoped the Ramsbottoms 
Would have further sons to their name. 
 
At that Mother got proper blazing, 
“And thank you, sir, kindly,” said she. 
“What waste all our lives raising children 
To feed ruddy Lions? Not me!” 

 

 


