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Welcome to the OGAFCA Winter newsletter...
...families make the most of the snow
in Fifield whilst it lasts...

Chairman’s Report
Firstly I would like to wish all our members and everyone in our community a
very Happy New Year.
Since Grenville stood down from the association I have taken over the role,
on what I hope is a temporary basis, to keep the ship on an even keel. I am
still feeling my way trying to carry on where he left off but picking up the
threads is no easy task.
I am still watching the planning applications to see if anything affects us and
of course the parish and borough neighbourhood plans. It seems there is a
lot of house planning activity going on with the Maidenhead Golf club site
and the Ascot and Holyport Road site. Also developers Farmglade have put
forward new proposals for 136 homes in Water Oakley on the A 308. I
went along with Alison Brayshaw to view the plans at a public exhibition at
the Oakley Court Hotel in December. The impact of these proposed new
homes is concerning on environmental grounds as the A308 is already at
saturation point and the local services such as doctor’s surgeries and
schools are bulging at the sides.

...road and transport
issues continue to be
addressed...

The Roads and Transport Group are still pursuing the roundabout at the
offset crossroads by the village hall, Helen Howard has now taken the reins
as the spokesperson so we are hopeful that a good result will emerge.

...plans for Ye Olde Red Lion pub...
...the village Christmas trees look
festive in the snow...
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I am very disappointed that the appeals for people from the village to come
forward and help with the running of our community association has resulted
in not even one person volunteering, this is your association and it is being
held together by four dedicated people who have the village at heart and
want to see it carry on as it has for over 7 years. We cannot do it all on our
own so please give it some thought, as I have said in the past the time and
effort spent doing it is minimal if there are a few of you. We have a website if
you don’t know how else to contact me my email address is
fifieldartgroup@gmail.com
Make a note in your diary that the next meeting of the association is in the
Braywood War Memorial Hall on Thursday February 8th at 7.30pm,
where you are very welcome to come along and listen to people’s points of
view and also to have your say on anything you want which is relevant to
the village. I will carry on as chairman as long as I can but I am hopeful that
some enthusiastic person will come along and take my place sooner rather
than later!
Bill Collier

Planning Issues in Coningsby Lane

with your horse) and alpaca education events all on the same area of hard
standing.

There has been a long running saga involving the developer who bought
Coningsby Farm applying for planning permission to convert the ‘unrequired‘
farm buildings for residential use. The original farmhouse was sold
separately and since then there has been a number of planning applications
regarding the remaining buildings – a brick and plaster dairy and stalls and
three metal semi open sided agricultural buildings.

The applications for the alpaca farm were considered by Bray Parish Council
on January 8, 2018 at which all applications were recommended for refusal.
The application of the storage use of the agricultural building at Coningsby
Farm could be on the agenda for the Planning Meeting of Bray Parish
Council to be held on February 5. We will keep you updated.

Planning permission was given for a dwelling in the dairy and there have
been subsequent applications to increase its size and scale, so far refused.
Each of the metal agricultural building have been subject to planning
applications for dwellings all have been refused except eventually one did get
permission, on appeal , for conversion into three dwellings. All of these
buildings would require substantial alteration to make them acceptable for
human habitation being metal sided.

Fifield Art Group - Exhibition and Painting Holiday

Now there is an application for change of use to the least accessible
agricultural building (nearest to the neighbours) into a storage building ‘suited
for a number of storage units for small business tool storage’ requiring
access at either end of the day. Access to the building is past the already
agreed dwelling and using Coningsby Lane from both ends. Coningsby Lane
at the Fifield Road end is effectively a single track road subject to localised
flooding and used by walkers (with or without a dog or two) and horse riders
some quite young.
The developer then put the land associated with the farm up for sale in two
blocks - one to the south of farm and the other to the north east. The
southern area is believed to have been purchased by the adjoining
neighbours and the north east section by someone from Gloucestershire.
In total four planning applications have been lodged for the agricultural land
to the north east between Coningsby Farmhouse and The Mulberries. Three
applications cover the establishing of a new access to the site, in the region
of 30mph sign on the lane, a track and area of hard standing towards the
north end of the field. On the area of hard standing it is proposed to erect
approximately 1000 square meters of agricultural buildings in 4 blocks
between 6.5 and 6.7 metres high (the same height as the redundant farm
buildings next door) to cater for the needs of a small herd of alpacas and 2
horses. The fourth application is for a brick built permanent dwelling,
detached garage with office above and a farm shop including a
demonstration area to support a farm shop, tourism (walk with alpacas, stay

The art classes are once again in full swing after the Christmas break and
there are vacancies in only 2 of the 4 classes namely Monday morning 10am
till noon and Tuesday evening 7pm till 9pm.
The art classes will be having an exhibition and sale of work in the
Braywood War Memorial Hall on Saturday 24 February 1pm till 4pm,
entrance is free and tea & coffee will be served gratis. I hope you will come
along and support your local artists and I can assure you that the standard is
very high indeed.
I am also planning a painting holiday 21-28 April to North Portugal where the
scenery is absolutely breath taking. The average temperature at that time of
year is around 20 degrees. We will be staying in a rented house where every
bedroom has its own en-suite, details of which can be shown if you are
interested. The cost of the transport in Portugal, accommodation and tuition
if required is only £275 for single occupancy and £225 if you are sharing.
Partners are welcome. Please let me know soonest if you would like to join
us on the holiday as I only have two rooms left. You are responsible for
booking your own flights to Porto. We are flying on Easyjet from Gatwick
leaving at 10.40 am on 21 April and the fare is very cheap at the moment but
it will go up as the plane fills up. I look forward to hearing from you.
Painting is very relaxing so why don’t you forget your cares for a couple of
hours and come and join us.
Bill Collier - fifieldartgroup@gmail.com

Send your comments on any issue relating to our community
to the OGAFCA website, or by post to the address on the
inside front cover

Roads and Transport Update
The matters that we are working on are


reduction of the current 50mph section
speed limit on Forest Green Road to 40mph

issues concerning the above roads and junctions for instance:




report any traffic incident /collision - regardless of how small
safety issues for cyclists, horse riders and pedestrians
damage to your property as a result of traffic such as HGV’s



improvements to the junction outside
Braywood Memorial Hall

Also should we be looking at different measures to improve things? Please
get involved and have your say. Either use the Community Association
website or email me on roadsandtraffic@yahoo.com



HGV use on Oakley Green Road

Roads and Transport Work Group

Taking the first two together – Bray Parish Council
have agreed to support the Association in pursuing the reduction in the
speed limit and improvements to the junction. I (Helen Howard) met with
one of our local councillors – David Coppinger and RBWM Cabinet Member
for Highways Cllr Bicknell together with Ken Elvin (Chairman) and Nicky
Marsh (Councillor) Bray Parish Council before Christmas. The outcome was
disappointing there was no support from either RBWM Councillors on the
two matters. It was left to me to contact RBWM Officials and the Thames
Valley Police on the matter which I have done and will be pursuing more
actively in the coming weeks.
When the meeting was reported back to a Parish Council another of our
RBWM Councillors was present and as far as 40mph on Forest Green Rd
was concerned he was not supportive - I am not sure why! Alternative
suggestions have also been aired to make Forest Green Road more user
friendly and these will be explored.
As you can imagine installation of a roundabout (or two) outside the
Memorial Hall is expensive and will need justification. This is something that
we will be working with RBWM to achieve.

Heathrow’s Public Consultation 17 Jan - 28 March
Since October 2016 when the government announced that a new north west
runway at Heathrow was it’s preferred scheme for the expansion of airport
capacity in the South East, Heathrow has been developing proposals for
how the expanded airport might look, operate and how it might best reduce
the potential effects, including proposals for compensation and noise
insulation.
Throughout January to March, Heathrow are consulting with local
communities and invite the public to attend events, speak to members of the
team and find out more on how to take part in the consultation.
There will local events from 12 - 8pm on 2 February at Windsor Youth and
Community Centre, Alma Road and Thursday 8 February SportsAble,
Braywick Sports Ground.
To find out more visit: www.heathrowconsultation.com

Your Local Councillors

HGVs Oakley Green Road :
As you may be aware a 7.5tonne weight limit was imposed in and around
Holyport at the beginning of 2017 thereby channelling HGV traffic onto
Oakley Green Road - there was no prior consultation with the Community
Association. HGV traffic has risen as a result, especially following ‘lorry
watches’ in Holyport leading to Oakley Green residents raising concerns
over the suitability of this road to HGV traffic given that it is narrow B road
with a school and it’s attendant traffic problems.
Progress is slow but you can help by providing information about your

E. Pardoe & Son
High Class Shoe Repairers
Quality Cutting
206 Windsor Road
Bray, Berks. SL6 2DW
Tel: 01628 623630

Royal Borough of Windsor and
Maidenhead Council – Bray Ward
Cllr David Burbage

01628 796322

Cllr David Coppinger 07866 493272
Cllr Leo Walters

01628 627927

Bray Parish Council – Oakley Green and
Fifield Ward
Cllr Nicola Marsh

07973 112873

Cllr Chris Yates

01344 882374

Borough Local Plan 2013 - 2033 update
Current status
Since the consultation on the Regulation 19 ‘Submission Version’ of the
Borough Local Plan (the “Plan”) ended in September 2017 RBWM has been
reviewing the responses (Regulation 20 representations) it received and is
expected to issue a Regulation 22 statement around the end of January
2018. This statement should provide a summary of the Regulation 20
representations received, may propose minor modifications to the Plan and
further documents may be provided updating the evidence base.
Local concerns
There has been considerable local concern that the Plan in its current form
fails to demonstrate an effective or persuasive vision for the future of the
Royal Borough and that there has not been an effective engagement or
consultation with the local community. Representations made by local
residents and organisations to the earlier Regulation 18 consultation were
mostly ignored by RBWM. Bray Parish Council, for example, in its response
to the Regulation 19 version of the Plan noted that it was extremely
concerned that issues raised as part of its Regulation 18 submission had not
been discussed with the Council nor addressed in the Regulation 19 version
of the Plan and challenged the soundness of the Plan. The issues raised by
Bray Parish Council included concerns about
Housing. Five potential sites have been identified in Bray Parish for
around 1,055 residential units representing a 25% increase on the
4,249 homes in the Parish (with 98% of the new dwellings on Green
Belt land). This represents a major incursion into the local Green
Belt, greatly reducing the ‘Green Gap’ between Windsor and
Maidenhead. It was clear from the consultation on the Bray Parish
Neighbourhood Plan that local residents cherish and wish to retain
and improve their Green Belt, particularly this Green Gap. Of
particular concern to residents of Oakley Green and Fifield because
of their proximity are sites HA11 (land west of Windsor, north and
south of the A308, including the two garden centres), HA18 (land
between Windsor Road and Bray Lake) and HA23 (land west of
Monkey Island Lane).
N.B During the recent elections in Bray Parish (Bray and Holyport wards) certain
Borough councillors issued statements advising that both garden centres were to stay
and no longer formed part of the Borough Local Plan. This is not correct - RBWM have
subsequently confirmed that the two garden centres will remain in the Local Plan, will be
removed from the Green Belt and will remain allocated for development.

Infrastructure. Bray Parish is crossed by two main roads, the A308
and the A330, which are already under pressure from existing
levels of traffic without the additional vehicles associated with
further development. The most immediate impact for residents of
Oakley Green and Fifield will be on the A308 which already suffers
from serious traffic and pollution issues.
The need for new housing, particularly affordable housing is accepted, but
the Plan’s housing policies are not supported by adequate evidence or
justification. The provision of the necessary infrastructure appears to have
been an afterthought after the selection of new development sites and
RBWM’s current approach appears to be to address infrastructure as part
of each planning application – but this is not good enough, and there
needs to be an overarching infrastructure plan.
Next steps
Once the Regulation 22 statement is issued and the Plan is submitted to
the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government the Plan
will then be examined by an independent Inspector whose role is to
assess whether the Plan has been prepared in accordance with the Duty
to Cooperate, is legally compliant and meets the four tests of soundness
(positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy).
RBWM has indicated a possible timetable based on an Inspector being
appointed within 6 weeks and then taking around 8 weeks to review the
Plan and set out a programme for examination – which means that
examination could start in June, but this is just an estimate. Many of the
individuals/organisation who made representations under Regulation 20
will hope to have an opportunity to meet the Inspector and discuss the
Plan, particularly if the final version of the Plan still fails to address
concerns they have raised.
A number of organisations and local residents concerned about the impact
the proposed Borough Local Plan will have on our area formed the RBWM
Residents Action Group (“RRAG”) last year. This association is nonpolitical and its sole aim is to reflect and support the aims and aspirations
of the local communities across the Borough that will be impacted by this
Plan. More information on RRAG, its activities and progress with the Plan
can be found at www.rbwmresidentsactiongroup.co.uk .
This update has been provided by:
Oakley Green & Fifield Residents Association (www.ogfra.org)

OGAFCA Christmas Walk
The heavy rain that had come down overnight undoubtedly put off many
local residents who might otherwise have come on the walk but nevertheless
13 hardy walkers, which included two children, plus 8 dogs met up in the
Fifield Inn car park on Wednesday, 27 December at 11:30 am. By the time
the walk set off at around 12 noon the weather had greatly improved and it
was fine for the rest of the walk and also not too cold.

The route for the walk was again chosen by Rod Lord who gave out maps to
those attending. Having first turned left out of the pub everyone walked down
Fifield Road and then went up Coningsby Lane a short way before turning
right onto the footpath leading to the fields towards Holyport. The walk then
followed the footpaths to the right towards the Windsor Road and then went
across the fields following a route that was parallel to this road before turning
left to re-join the footpath which ends up in Stroud Farm Road, Holyport.
The route then took everyone through some houses to come out in the small
recreation ground alongside along Gays Lane. Everyone then walked down
this lane and then turned right into Green Lane and then at the end they
turned right in Coningsby Lane. After a short way they took the footpath that
goes between Grove House and Ledger Farm which comes out in Ledger
Lane and then they followed the footpath to the Fifield Road and then turned
left back to the pub.
The walk lasted about 90 minutes and everyone seemed to have enjoyed
themselves especially the dogs that had a good run about in the fields.

Many of the walkers then stayed on at The Fifield Inn to have a drink and to
enjoy one of the selection of very reasonably priced main courses that had
been specially put on for the walkers and a number of other local residents
also came in for lunch with their children and a good time was had by all.
May I thank Rod and the Fifield Inn for their help and support with the walk.
Hopefully next year the weather will be better so that more local residents
can take part on the walk as it’s a great way to get to know each other.
Robin Howard

Welcome Pack
If you are new to the area and have not received a “Welcome
Pack” please contact us at www.ogafcap.co.uk

Broadband update

As mentioned in our previous newsletter Gigiclear have announced plans to
bring fast broadband services to our community which for many residents is
the light at the end of what has been a very long and dark tunnel. Those of
you who have registered an interest on the Gigaclear website should have
received an information booklet in the post recently.
If you have not registered an interest and would like to, just go to the
Gigaclear Website https://www.gigaclear.com/ and insert your Postcode.
The above map and table opposite have been taken from the Gigaclear
website as has the statement below:
“Great News: Gigaclear and Superfast Berkshire are working together to
bring the UK’s fastest broadband to your community as part of several build
phases between now and the end of 2019. Gigaclear will be installing a

new, Fibre To The Premises broadband network in your area over the next
2 years bringing speeds from 50Mbps up to 1000Mbps to properties
included in the project. Currently, Gigaclear and Superfast Berkshire are
finalising the rollout schedule for the coverage area and will send out
communications to the properties involved as soon as the scheduling
process is complete. In the meantime, you may register your interest by
clicking the button below. This does not commit you to anything but allows
Gigaclear, who will be building the network, to keep you informed on
progress with the rollout. You can find out more about Superfast Berkshire
by going to www.superfastberkshire.org.uk “

One Woman (and her dog) went to Mow a Meadow

Hark! The Fifield Angels Sing!

As one year ends and another begins, thoughts turn to time. Not Doctor
Who, Time Lord, time, more Star Trek warp time. In my previous life, as a
teacher, everything revolved around term times, break times, time sheets
and time tables. The shorter day light, cooler and wetter times had no
bearing on work time.

On the morning of 17th December, we awoke to torrential rain. And although
the temperature had risen a little the day continued grey and very wet. With a
resigned sigh, we donned our waterproofs and Christmas hats and set off to
Fifield Village. As we arrived the rain stopped. And, as we unpacked the
mulled wine and mince pies, from out of the gloom came a steady trickle of
people. All in all, over 40 people (plus a couple of dogs) braved the weather to
stand around the Christmas Tree and sing their hearts out. We Brits are not
going to allow a little inclement weather to spoil our festivities!

Many years ago, our farm buzzed at this time of year. We had cattle and
pigs, all of whom had to be fed, cleaned out and bedded down. Now that we
are an all arable farm life seems to be at a slower pace and times have
changed. Autumn mists, frosts and winter storms force us off the land to wait
for the first signs of Springtime.
You may remember, the last two weeks of October were amazing. It finally
stopped raining, leaving the soil, that rare and precious gift of nature, damp
enough to germinate sown seeds but firm enough to withstand the weight of
the tractors. Suddenly we were in panic mode! So much to do and not
enough hours in a day.
But then winter comes, a more powerful force than any clock to rule our time.
So, you’ll find Dad under a pile of paperwork, or under some machine, or
welding, surrounded by flames and smoke and showering sparks like some
demented devil. You’ll see Andy walking about with a huge hammer doing
Thor impressions, straightening things that were bent, and bending things
that were straight and fashioning things into some new invention. Maybe he’ll
make our fortune one day? Who knows?
We hope you are still walking on the footpaths, muddy under foot, and
probably wet under coat, but while you do, spare a moment to look at the
straight rows of corn (as long as it wasn’t me driving the seed drill!) slowly
emerging, and the ploughed earth gradually being broken down to a tilth by
the rain and frost and take in the pace of nature. I’d like to leave you with a
favourite poem, “Leisure” by William Henry Davis.
What is this life, if full of care,

And watch her feet, how they dance.

We have no time to stand and stare?

No time to wait ‘til her mouth can

No time to, when the woods we pass

Enrich that smile, her eyes began.

Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.

A poor life this, if full of care,

No time to turn at Beauty’s glance

We have no time to stand and stare.

A happy and healthy 2018 to you all!
Jenny Mortimer’s diary of life on the farm

It was especially lovely to meet some people who are new to the village but
came to join their neighbours in a festive celebration. And what a good way to
meet. In spite of the dark everyone was laughing and chatting and when the
carols began they sang with gusto. It was a cold night but our hearts were
warm and it was a great way to start Christmas week.
We need to thank a lot of people for making this short evening a success;


Bray Parish Council for giving us permission to use the village green



John Train and the Fifield Art Class for supplying our two beautiful trees
(and weren’t they good this year?)



Grenville for supplying the mulled wine and leading the singing



Patricia Buck for kindly making the mince pies



Wayne Wilkins for recording the music



Fifield Road residents for their magnificent Christmas decorations

And finally,
A HUGE THANK YOU to all who turned up and sang – it would be nothing
without you!
Please join us again next Christmas for a heart-warming event that will get
your celebrations off to a great start.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
To advertise in this Newsletter please contact Bill Collier on
01628 676939 or via email: fifieldartgroup@gmail.com

Remembrance Day - 2017

Fifield Art Group

It was a bright and sunny day but bitterly cold
when we gathered by the Memorial at
Braywood Chapel for our annual
Remembrance Day service.

Braywood Memorial Hall ,
Fifield Village

Organised by the British Legion we attended a
short but moving service followed by the laying
of wreaths by OGAFCA and the Parish Council.

Monday: 10am - Noon or 3 - 5pm
Also Tuesday : 3 - 5pm or 7 - 9pm
All materials supplied plus tea & coffee
Inclusive cost per session only £6
Private tuition or groups at your venue
Fees negotiable

Contact Bill Collier
fifieldartgroup@gmail.com
Or by phone 07811 953071
Fifield Craft Cabin
New craft club at my Craft Cabin in Fifield Village

1st and 3rd Monday each month 11am-2pm
Come along and learn new skills. I teach...



beading



deco-patch



card making



decoupage



Tiara making



home decor and lots more…

Along with all this you will meet like minded people and
have a good laugh all washed down with tea/coffee and a
biscuit. For more information contact…

Gaynor - 01628 630848
Gaynor@mycraftcabin.co.uk
To check out future workshops and see pictures of
finished pieces take a look at my web site
www.mycraftcabin.co.uk

“quality local plants
at sensible prices”

We have a superb range
of seasonal plants
Spring and Summer bedding,
roses, herbaceous perennials
shrubs and climbers
vegetables and soft fruit
hanging baskets and patio pots
our maintenance teams can
help care for your garden
need a meeting/training venue?
we have rooms for hire
Open 7 days a week
41 Braywick Road Maidenhead
(next to Toby Carvery)
admin@braywickheath.co.uk
www.braywickheath.co.uk

we are here to help
so call on us
01628 622510
10% discount
on production of this advert

Forthcoming Social Events
As a community it is important to have opportunities to socialise and come
together. This year the Social and Recreational Work Group would like
volunteers to help put on regular social events and would be grateful of
ideas, suggestions and support.
Some ideas that have been suggested include a skittles evening at the
Memorial Hall with wooden skittles and alley and perhaps horse racing night.
Is anyone interested in organising a family quiz night or bingo evening? If so,
please get in touch.
In the past we have also organised some very popular village rambles for all
the family across the bridle ways and footpaths in our villages. If this is
something you would like to start up again we would be happy to support the
event.
Please get in touch with ideas or come along to the General Meeting on 8
February and talk about it.

Dates for your Dairy 2018


Thursday 8 February - OGAFCA General Meeting - ALL WELCOME - at
Braywood Memorial Hall 7.30pm



Saturday 24 February - Fifield Art Club Exhibition Braywood Memorial Hall 1-4pm



Thursday 23 March - Editor’s deadline



Saturday 2 June - Holyport Fair



Saturday 4 August - Fifield fun Day

BRAYWOOD MEMORIAL
HALL

MAIDENHEAD
DENTURE STUDIO








Denture repairs &
alterations while you wait
New dentures
Sports guards
Sensible prices
Free Parking
All denture problems solved
Personal friendly service
offering complete discretion.
Mobile service available
at a time & place of your
Telephone: 01628 674 221
Mobile: 07801 298977

www.maidenheaddenturestudio.co.uk

Fifield, Maidenhead SL6 2NX

Available for Hire


Large Hall and Meeting room with
Boardroom Table, adjoining toilet
and kitchenette



Very competitive rates



Meetings, conferences, parties
wedding receptions, classes



Seating for 100 in main hall



Car parking

For further details Tel 01628 631179

Farmglade Proposals for 136 homes in Water Oakley
In December 2017, the Developers Farmglade held a public exhibition at
the Oakley Court Hotel to show and discuss the new plans they have for
136 new homes in Water Oakley. The exhibition covered all aspects of the
proposals including landscaping and highway proposals.
Previously planning permission was granted for 44 houses to be built at the
site on the Windsor Road where the Phoenix Gym currently operates.
However the developers have now revised these proposals and added
nearly 100 more houses to this brown field site development.
Farmglade have redesigned the scheme to incorporate more affordable
homes incuding two, three and four bedroom homes as well as flats.
Local residents in the area have already seen an increase in traffic on the
Windsor Road (A308) as well as the surrounding roads in Fifield , Oakley
Green and Dedworth as vehicles including HGV’s look for alternative routes
to and from the motorways and towns such as Bracknell, Maidenhead,
Slough and Windsor. So it is concerning that these proposals will impact
further on the current traffic problems on the Windsor Road.
Farmglade propose on their plans to put in a right hand turn lane on the
Windsor Road to help traffic turning into the site but this will still impact on
the flow of vehicles travelling towards Windsor especially at busy times and
will not lessen the disruption which will be caused by traffic leaving the site
particularly when turning right towards Maidenhead.

If you did not manage to attend the public exhibition but have concerns over
the new proposals then do make sure you look at the proposals in detail and
have your say!

OGAFCA Vacancies
We currently have a number of roles and positions with vacancies so if you
would like to become more involved and help make a difference in your
local community, please contact any of the committee.
If you would like to find out more about how you can help do come along to
the General Meeting in the Memorial Hall on Thursday 8 February we
would welcome any help from volunteers so the Community Association
can continue.

Ye Olde Red Lion pub for sale
For some time now the fate of the Red
Lion pub in Oakley Green has been in the
balance. This historic building, once a
thriving pub and restaurant, has become
sad and neglected following a succession
of unsuccessful tenants. The owners,
Punch Taverns, put the business on the
market but, so far, no-one has stepped
forward.
A group of residents got together and had the Red Lion registered as a
Public Asset which means that the community should be given the
opportunity to purchase the pub but even that is quite a tall order.
The latest suggestion by Punch Taverns is to divide the pub in half,
converting one half into a private dwelling and keeping the rest as a public
house. Both would be sold individually
So, does anyone want to buy a pub??

TALES FROM A LAND DOWN UNDER
I was told this story by a Qantas engineer who had travelled extensively
around Australia, working on some very remote airfields. He visited one such
isolated station in the Outback and discovered how the night shifts amused
themselves during the dark hours.
As a rule, there was very little to do on the night shifts but teams of 5
engineers were on duty in case of emergencies. In order to pass the time,
and as a necessary safety precaution, Team A set about shooting the rabbits
that infested the airfield. After a particularly successful shoot they laid out 12
rabbits along the side of the building as a challenge to Team B.
So, Team B, arriving for their night shift and seeing that the gauntlet had
been thrown down, immediately accepted the challenge and set about
beating Team A’s target. That night they laid out 15 rabbits along the side of
the building. For several nights, the battle continued. Every time a shift came
on duty they would find their target beaten by one or two rabbits. Finally,
Team A decided to take drastic action. When Team B came in for their next
night shift they found over 100 rabbits spread out across the tarmac.
There was an immediate steward’s enquiry, at which Team A reluctantly
admitted that they had taken the APU (auxiliary power unit) out and pushed
the hose down one of the burrows. They had then forced a massive jet of air
(3,000psi) through the tunnels which sent the bunnies flying out into the sky!
They had then popped them off like driven pheasants!!
Needless to say, the management insisted upon a truce, and then found
them gainful employment to keep them busy through the night.

Animal Tales
Do you have a story to tell? Please send it in to ww.ogafcap.co.uk

If you wish to contribute news to our Newsletter
please send your submissions by Thursday 23 March 2018
via email to alison.j.brayshaw@gmail.com

