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2021/22 council budget approved

The Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead’s
budget for 2021/22 was approved at Full Council
earlier this week.

The budget aims to provide a stable footing for
future years after additional financial pressures on
this year’s budget due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

This budget will see a 4.99% increase in Council
Tax (including 3% for the adult social care precept)
which is an overall increase of £1.03 per week for band D properties. Council Tax bills will be delivered to
homes in the borough in March.

This year’s budget also sets out £16m of investment into Maidenhead regeneration, £1.6m into
maintaining our roads and £2.4m into the Castle Hill project in Windsor.

The budget will also continue to support our most vulnerable residents, with £50m committed to adults,
health and commissioning (a £2m increase) and £24m to support our children’s services (a £1.2m
increase).

To learn more, read our press release.

Domestic abuse charity continues to receive council
support

Domestic abuse charity, The Dash Charity, has received a
funding boost of almost £100,000 from the Royal Borough
of Windsor & Maidenhead.

We have extended our partnership with the charity, which
provides specialist support to those who have
experienced or witnessed domestic abuse in the borough,
until March 2022.

The charity will continue to support an independent
domestic violence advisor service, an outreach domestic abuse service and a children’s restorative
programme.

You can read more on our press release.

Maidenhead roundabout works

Work on Oldfield Road roundabout in Maidenhead
will begin on Monday 8 March. The work will
replace the existing roundabout with a signal-
controlled junction to improve the flow of traffic
and make it easier for pedestrians and cyclists to
cross the junctions.

As part of these works, Oldfield Road will be
closed overnight from Monday 8 to Wednesday 10
March from 8pm to 6am.

The works are part of a £6m road improvement
scheme in the Royal Borough aimed at improving six key roundabouts in Maidenhead. To learn more
about the scheme please read our press release.

Royal Borough adopts environment and climate strategy

The Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead has adopted an environment and climate strategy.

The strategy was created following our declaration of an environment and climate emergency and builds
on our vision to create a borough of opportunity and innovation. It sets out our framework to achieve our
target of net-zero carbon emissions in the borough.

It also includes an initial action plan which runs until 2025. The plan includes targets such as increasing
local biodiversity and recycling rates, reducing consumption levels and reducing the need for carbon
intensive travel within the borough.

You can read the full strategy on our website.

To learn more, read our press release.

Public space improvement work on Castle Hill, Windsor

On Monday 1 March, a scheme to improve the public space outside Windsor Castle will begin with works
on Castle Hill.

The work will be completed over three weeks and there will be limited disruption to traffic.

The work is part of a wider public spaces improvement scheme in Windsor which will see the area around
the castle be made more pedestrian-friendly and a protective gate installed behind the Queen Victoria
statue.

To find out more about the public space improvement scheme, read our press release.

Respond to September 2021 school place offer
If your child is starting secondary, middle or upper school in September 2021, you must respond to their
place offer by Monday 15 March 2021.
For more information and how to respond, visit our website.

Have your say

We regularly hold consultations to get your views
on proposals within the Royal Borough.

Responding to our consultations and giving your
feedback is the best way to ensure your views are
heard.

Our current consultations are:

Highways and transport survey – deadline
Sunday 28 February 2021 closing soon
Proposed library service transformation strategy – deadline Friday 30 April 2021

Upcoming council meetings

Council meetings can be viewed online on our YouTube channel.

Upcoming meetings include:

Extraordinary council meeting - Tuesday 2 March

See the full diary of meetings on our meetings and agendas page.

Upcoming Windsor rail line closures

The Windsor rail line between Staines and Windsor
& Eton Riverside will be closed from 12.45am on
Saturday 6 March to 5am on Saturday 13 March, due
to engineering works carried out by Network Rail.
Rail replacement bus services will be in operation.

During these works, Datchet and Mays level crossings will be closed for up to 15 minutes at a time on
Sunday 7 March between 7am and 9am to allow for specific tasks to be completed. Otherwise, they will
remain open as normal.

To learn more, visit the Network Rail website.

M4 closures

The M4 will be closed westbound between
junctions 3 (Hayes) and 4b (M25 interchange) and
eastbound between junctions 4 (West Drayton)
and 4b (M25 interchange) from 8pm on Friday 26
February to 6am on Monday 1 March 2021.

Visit the Highways England website for more
details on the M4 smart motorway works.

Keep in touch

Keep up to date with news and information from the council by signing up to Nextdoor or following us on
Twitter and Facebook.

Other accounts you may be interested in:

Royal Borough official tourism web page.
Libraries on Facebook and Twitter.
Windsor & Royal Borough Museum web page.
MyRoyalBorough on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
Make Maidenhead on Twitter and Facebook.
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Don’t drop your guard

The last ten months have been 
tough and you may feel that your 
willpower to follow the 
rules/guidance to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 is 
weakening, but COVID-19 
‘fatigue’ is as dangerous as the 
virus itself.

Cases across the Royal Borough continue to rise rapidly due to the new 
variant, and local NHS services are under immense pressure – more than they 
were in April last year.

It’s tempting to think that with the roll-out of the vaccines, the pandemic is 
nearly over. It’s not. The behaviour of each and every one of us will make the 
difference during the coming months. Stay home. It’s as simple as that. If 
you’re still unsure about the lockdown restrictions, you can read them here.

Local case data

You can check the Royal Borough’s COVID-19 
case data on the Berkshire Public Health website. 
To see the data broken down into wards, click on 
‘information centre’ on the top right of the screen 
and look at the weekly reports for Berkshire.

To see which council services will remain open/in 
operation during lockdown, click here.

COVID-19 vaccine scam

Beware of a fake NHS text telling 
you that you’re eligible to apply for 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

A link in the text directs you to a 
very convincing but fake NHS 
website that asks for your 
personal/bank details in order to 
‘check your identity’.

To learn more about this scam, click here.

Think 111 First for your health worries

If you require urgent, but not life-threatening, care, and 
you’re not sure where to go for help, you can contact 
NHS 111 First.

If you can’t get through to your GP surgery and you don’t 
know where to go before visiting your local Emergency Department, you can 
access the NHS 111 service either by visiting the 111 website or by calling 111 
direct.

For more information, visit the Frimley Health and Care website.

Mental health support from Every Mind Matters

COVID-19 is more than a physical disease. It can 
also damage our mental wellbeing as we worry 
about ourselves and our loved ones. Those who 
already live with mental health problems can also 
face extra challenges because of the virus.

Mental health support and resources are available through NHS Every Mind 
Matters, click here to learn more.

Have your say

We regularly hold consultations to 
get your views on proposals within 
the Royal Borough.

Responding to our consultations 
and giving your feedback is the 
best way to ensure your views are 
heard.

Our current consultations are:

Council tax reduction scheme – deadline Friday 8 January 2021. Closing 
soon!
Windsor public space transformation – deadline Sunday 10 January 
2021. Closing soon!
2020/21 budget consultation – deadline Friday 29 January 2021
Public Spaces Protection Order to tackle anti-social behaviour – deadline 
Sunday 7 February 2021

Maidenhead station improvement 
works

Improvement works on the forecourt 
of Maidenhead train station, which 
are part of a programme of 
improvements in the town, will start 
on Friday 15 January and continue 
into April 2021.

To find out more about the works and how they might impact station users, 
please read the press release on our website here.

Town forum meetings

If you’d like to have your say in future town forum meetings, where issues 
affecting Maidenhead and Windsor town centres are discussed, we want to 
hear from you.

You can suggest discussion topics for the Maidenhead Town Forum or Windsor 
Town Forum as well as attend the virtual meeting and contribute to 
discussions. Agendas are published a week in advance so you can see what 
councillors will be discussing and get involved if there is something you are 
interested in.

Suggestions for discussion will be added to a future agenda if appropriate.

The next meeting of the Maidenhead Town Forum is on Monday 1 February 
and Windsor Town Forum is on Wednesday 27 January.

To find out more about how to get involved, email mark.beeley@rbwm.gov.uk 
(for Maidenhead Town Forum) or fatima.rehman@rbwm.gov.uk (for Windsor 
Town Forum). You can watch the meetings live on our YouTube channel.

Waste and recycling collection day temporary changes

This is a reminder that our waste and recycling collection days have 
temporarily changed over the festive period. Normal collection days resume 
from Monday 18 January.

To see the full list of revised dates, please click here.

Real Christmas tree collection and 
recycling

If you need to dispose of your real Christmas 
tree, you can do so at collection points across 
the Royal Borough until Sunday 17 January.

A list of collection points can be found here. 
We ask that you please dispose of your real 
Christmas tree in this way rather than taking it 
to Stafferton Way Waste and Recycling Centre 
in Maidenhead.

If you have a garden waste subscription, you 
can put your real Christmas tree in your green 
bin for collection on your normal collection day. 
Please be aware that trees left next to the bin 
will not be collected.

M4 closures

The M4 will be closed in both directions 
between junctions 10 (Winnersh) and 12 
(Theale) from 8pm on Friday 8 January to 6am 
on Monday 11 January 2021.

See the Highways England web page here.

News snippets

Primary and junior school applications - apply for a school place if 
your child is starting school or transferring to junior school in September 
2021. Closing date is Friday 15 January 2021. For more information and 
to apply, please click here.

Keep in touch

Keep up to date with news and information from the council by following us on 
Twitter and Facebook.

Other accounts you may be interested in:
Royal Borough official tourism web page.  
Libraries on Facebook and Twitter.
Windsor & Royal Borough Museum web page.
MyRoyalBorough on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
Make Maidenhead on Twitter and Facebook.
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