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Windsor Local History Group ~ Research Resources

Please note that this document contains hyperlinked text to Internet sources.

Researching history is a lot easier these days! A huge quantity of digitised material is now available to search
online , much of it for free, but some material, inevitably, needs some kind of subscription to get to the details
you really want.

Beginning history research can be daunting which is where this Guide can hopefully help. It has been
compiled by the Windsor Local History Group (LINK) and is aimed at beginners who want to start their own
research but aren’t sure where to start and which resources to use. If you’re interested in the history of a
building, street or locality or if you’re curious about your family history then this document is for you.

The most useful resources used by local historians are explained with web links to them and to other helpful
web pages. We hope that you find the information useful. We welcome all feedback which you can provide
easily through our web site ‘Contact’ page (LINK).

Sections are arranged as follows;

*  ‘Ancestry’ at RBWM libraries.

= (Census,

= Births, marriages and deaths,

= Directories & Electoral Registers,
= Maps,

= Newspapers,

= Military records.
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Ancestry

Introduction

The most popular and comprehensive history research databases available to the Public are ‘Ancestry’ and
‘FindMyPast’ which both offer free ‘trial’ and discounted subscriptions from time to time. Both databases
hold a great deal of the same information but each has material which the other does not have.

The good news is that RBWM libraries provide free access to Ancestry using their own computer terminals.
Libraries
You can use Ancestry at the following RBWM libraries;
Ascot Boyn Grove  Cookham Cox Green Datchet Dedworth
Eton Wick Maidenhead  Old Windsor Sunningdale Sunninghill ~ Windsor
Wraysbury
Each Library has its own opening times so check before your visit.
Using Ancestry

First, you need to join one of the RBWM libraries. This is easily done using your smartphone on site, from
home and via the Libraries App (LINK).

Second, find a computer at one of the RBWM libraries and log on using your library card number and PIN.

" L |
My Scans  C N

Calculator

Once logged on, click on the red, square ‘Online
Resources’ icon.

038 Internet Paint.Net
Explorer

Find “Digital Library” and click on the “Reference and research” box.

Digital library

Online resources available to library users, for example dictionaries, skills and careers site, and much more.

Books and media Skills and careers Reference and research

eBooks, eAudio,
eNewspapers and more

>

In the ‘Reference and research’ section, click on “Ancestry” under the “Research” heading.
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Reference and research

Dictionaries, general research and local studies resources.

Library members have access to these resources free of charge -join online &.

Dictionaries

« Oxford Dictionaries 2 -Including dictionaries in a number of different languages.

Research

« Access To Research & -Academic e-journals and research papers. (Available on library computers
only).

. Ances(rx ) rFamilx h\s(urx. Available on Ubrarx computers unlz).

« European Sources Online & -European Union.

Local studies

« Local Map Archive &

« Local Newspapers -Printed and microfilm.

« Maidenhead Heritage Centre Z -Explore the history of Maidenhead.

« Thames Pilot Z -History of the River Thames.

« Windsor & Royal Borough Museum collection & -view the museum's online collection.

* Other resources.

The ‘Ancestry Institution’ home page will then be displayed and you’re all set to start searching!

<plancestry Home Search MessageBoards Chartsand Forms New Collections

Search billions of obituari riages, and everyday events in Newspapers.com indexes.

| '? Family history search. Simplified.
el
X ra
\ J_Iw o

Z tems marked with * are required
. \

To find your family’s stories, start with a
grandparent. %

StoryScout® can bring the fascinating details of your
ancestors’lives directly to you, and put you on a path to
start making your own family discoveries.

§ crandfather & Grandmother
Start searching billions of records
and discover your family's story. FirstName % Last Name %
First Name Last Name

Begin Searching Place your ancestor might have lived *

City, County, State, Country

Q Find your stories

SEARCH CENSUS SEARCH VITALS SEARCH MILITARY SEARCH IMMIGRATION

.t‘v‘w‘i“

Find ancestors in the When did those significant Did your ancestors serve in When did your ancestors
complete set of UK Census life changing events happen the Military? Our collection of arrive in the U.S.? And how
images from 1841-1911, in your ancestors life? Search military records holds the did they get here? Search our
including name indexes. our Vital Records to find out. answers. passenger lists and other
immigration and emigration
Search Now Search Now Search Now records.
Search Now

Tips
«» Remember that you can use a Library computer for a maximum of two hours each day.

% To avoid ‘rabbit holing’!, focus constantly on what you want to discover from each research session.

For example, where did my Great Aunt Doris live in 1911? Who did Aunt Doris marry and when?
Who was living in my house in 1891?

«» Bring a USB data stick to save your digital research results.

! Pursuing enjoyable research unaligned with your main research objectives!

Page 5 of 29



Windsor Local History Group ~ Research Resources
USB Data Stick

A USB data stick, also known as a ‘flash drive’, ‘thumb drive’, or ‘memory stick’, is a
small device that plugs into a computer so that you can save your research findings.

It’s just a tool to store and transfer data; you can buy them cheaply at Tesco (other
stores are available!). The computer detects the data stick when you plug it in. Unplug
it when you’re done.

Whenever you use a computer which isn’t your own to search resources, you’ll need to

save your results on a data stick and take them home to transfer to your home computer
or laptop. For example, images of a baptism register or a census return. Allow enough time at the end of each
computer session to save what you need otherwise all that research time may be wasted!

The business-end of the Data Stick, the ‘plug’, is the rectangular metal bit on the left of the image above
which is compatible with Library computers. Gently insert that end into one of the USB sockets on the
computer you’re using; see image below.

Data sticks which have an oval-shaped plug are not currently compatible with Library computers.

RBWM Library computers usually have several USB
sockets and you can plug your data stick into any one
of them. The image (left) shows four sockets; two
blue and two black.

Look closely at the shape of the computer USB
socket and you can see that each has a rectangular
gap at the bottom and a thin, rectangular piece of
plastic at the top.

You can spot a USB socket

because it has the universal
“USB” symbol next to it.

Look at the plug on your data stick and you should see that it’s a mirror image of the computer’s USB sockets.
Before you use your data stick at the Library, make sure that;

e It has the right plug (see image below),
e You align the data stick’s plug correctly with the computer’s USB socket.

This data stick has the plug type you
need for your Library research
sessions.
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Census Records

Introduction

Census records are probably the most valuable source of (free!) information available to local historians.

They are a rich resource which helps us understand societal change through time but think carefully about how
you search census records and treat your results with care. To be certain about your search results, try to
‘triangulate’ information such as names, dates and places with other, proven information sources.

Free sources of Census records provide only transcriptions but subscription databases, such as Ancestry,
provide a photographic image of the census return (£) which you can download.

Tips

Transcription Errors: Always check the original census image against the digital text transcription. Errors
are very common because Census returns were handwritten in real-time by an army of people called
‘enumerators’ who visited every household, door-to-door on Census night and recorded their interpretation of
what a householder told them. Handwriting has been transcribed and digitised so that census returns can be

searched by computer. Some returns (1911 & 1921) were completed by the so-called ‘Head’ of the household
so you can see your Ancestors’ handwriting and signatures.

Spelling Variations: For example, “Bourne” may have been recorded as “Born” or “Bourn”. Persevere if you
don’t find what you’re looking for; be creative and play with Ancestry’s ‘Broad - Exact’ slider settings which
are explained below.

Guides: Check out the suggested guides (below) to improve your searching technique. There are lots to
choose from!

Search Criteria: Less is more; start with the fewest number of parameters and see how many hits you get.
You can refine your search later. Think of additional search criteria to reduce an overwhelmingly large
number of search ‘hits’. Ancestry’s database is enormous; it covers many countries and many different record

types.

Name Check: You may know your Granny as, say, “Doreen” but that may have been her middle name.
Perhaps her first name was “Ethel” which is what would have been recorded in the Census.

It was common for the first-born boy to be named after his father. Beware confusing Tom the father with Tom
the son.

Relatives: Try searching for a relative or neighbour to get to the person you’re looking for. For example, a
young child recorded in one census is likely to be with its parents in the next census.

Ages: People may have lied about their age or perhaps they could not recall their age accurately! Ancestry
calculates a person’s year of birth by subtracting their recorded age in years from the Census year. For
example, in 1921 my Grandma Mavis was 69 so her year of birth is calculated as 1852 (1921 minus 69);
simples! So, bear this in mind when using the ‘Date of Birth’ search parameter.

1841: Enumerators were instructed to record the exact ages of children under 15, but for anyone 15 years or
older, the age was officially rounded down to the nearest multiple of 5 (e.g., a 24-year-old would be recorded
as 20). The rule confused enumerators and was ignored by some so we suggest a 5-year margin when
searching with a person’s age.

Page 7 of 29



Windsor Local History Group ~ Research Resources

Census Years

DATE
YEAR RECORDED .

1841 6" June
1851 30" March
1861 | 7% April
1871 | 27 April
1881 | 3% April
1891 | 5% April
1901 31* March

1911 2" April Written and signed by the householder
1921 19" June Written and signed by the householder
1931 Unavailable Lost to fire

1939 29" September Properly, “1939 Register”

1941 None taken War time

1939 Register

IMAGE: Sample 1939 Register (part)

The 1939 Register for England and Wales was recorded on 29" September 1939. Scotland, Northern Ireland,
the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands were excluded. It provides a full date of birth for each person, their
occupation and, in some cases, the eventual married name of some women (e.g. entry number 5 above).
Hand-written addenda are common as shown in the image above.

Sometimes you will see that the record for an individual (it might be one of your ancestors!) has been
redacted; a black bar hides the enumerator’s writing and you will see “This record is officially closed”, for
example, entry number 7 above. This is because the record of anyone born less than 100 years ago is closed
unless they are known to have died.

Some places in England and Wales are missing from the original documents of the 1939 Register. A list of
them is available online.

Sources

«» FindMyPast has several helpful free articles about the 1939 Register including this one (LINK) about

finding the wartime history of a house.

% The National Archives has a free webinar ‘Using the 1939 Register’ (LINK) and has a useful
introductory guide to it (LINK
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1921 Census
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FindMyPast article ‘10 tips for searching the 1939 Register like a pro’ (LINK)

Each return has two parts; a cover sheet with the household address and the main, detailed return. Look out
for; your ancestor’s signature, ages in years and months, occupation, place of work and employer, where born.
Note that each household census return has its own, separate instruction sheet which has the household’s

address on it.

CENSUS, ENGLAND, 1921.
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1911 Census

IMAGE: Sample 1921 Census Instruction Sheet

Look out for your ancestor’s signature, completed years of marriage and number of children born.
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1861 Census
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Sources

13

Ancestry”

“FindMyPast”

“FreeCen”

13

Scotland’s People”
Th tional Archi f Irelan

The National Archives in Kew has ‘How to Look for Census Records’.

FindMyPast has free help for each Census. Here’s a LINK to the 1939 Register help page and from

there you’ll find links to other Census help pages (scroll to the bottom).
FindMyPast ‘How to make the most of a Census Record’.

FindMyPast ‘How to Access the 1921 Census’ (LINK)
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Births, Marriages & Deaths (BMD)

The General Register Office (GRO) holds the official record of all births, deaths, marriages, civil partnerships,
stillbirths and adoptions in England and Wales. There is a GRO for Northern Ireland and one for Scotland.
Founded in 1836 by the ‘Births and Deaths Registration Act’ (1836), civil registration commenced in 1837.
Official Registers are published quarterly.

« January, February and March (Q1) [the ‘January’ Quarter]
< April, May and June (Q2) [the ‘April” Quarter]

% July, August and September (Q3) [the ‘July’ Quarter]

< October, November and December (Q4) [the ‘October’ Quarter]

The example GRO Births Register image below shows what information is recorded. It has what you will
need to order, in this example, a birth certificate copy.

379
r BIRTHS REGISTERED IN JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1957. WI D = WI K

Mother's Mother's

Enidan Distirict, Vol, Page, kaiden Listrict, Vol, Page,

Surnare, Surnsme,
WIDGER, Hazel KEALE Kingsbriage 7a Ley WIGGINS, Patricia C Birmi
i a g I u - mingham 9c 23
= Martyn L.0. COOMBES Yeovil 7@ ) — Rosemzrie C. Sodbury 7 78;
WIDLAKE, Jon SuITH Cleveland 1%b 951 —= Roy Chatham 5b 384
— Susan C. PENNINGTON W.Eam S a T07 — 8usan L.E. Romford 5 a 526
= ??xs_a{n . GATC'EI.L Coventry 9 ¢ 1051 — Terence V. Sideup 5 b 1037
‘{ID.:t‘.i\aSn'_f, Veronica D,GIZRUS Wood Green G 604 — W2yme M, Coventry S e gL
\\IDM'L}., Geoffrey P. SANDERSCH Barnsley 20 52 WIGSINTON, Adrian P. Nottingham 3¢ L88
WIDK?E}:_,. Gerald M, REED Wandsworth ERASRL 08 WIGOLESWORTH, Duke J. ALLANSOR Woolwich 5ol abbal
:.\'IDUG.S, Teresa HA}:Fg Stourbridge 9 4 244 — Janet M, JOWLE Stockport 10 a 752
:’:‘EE?‘E,. SEEP!@[‘]_\’; TOENS Cambridge bha 117 =— Linda FIRTH Vakefield 24 751

IMAGE: National Births Register for 03, 1957 (part)
The Birth Register image above provides the following information;

% Registration Year (“1957”)

% Registration Quarter (presented as “July, August and September”; calendar Q3 in other words)
% Child’s Surname (e.g. “Widger”)

% Child’s first names (e.g. “Hazel”)

L)

L)

% Mother’s Maiden Surname (e.g. “NEALE” vital information for family history research)
Birth Registration District (e.g. “Kingsbridge”)

Birth Register Volume (e.g. “7a”)

« Birth Register Page number (e.g. “484”)

L)

0.0

To Find a Marriage Partner

Introduction

Identifying both marriage partners’ names is a vital part of family history research. Marriage records provide
this information and there are two main sources;

e GRO Civil Registration records (from 1837),
e Parish records

A census return will, typically, provide us with the name of the head of the household, usually male, and his
partner. For example, in the 1911 Census image above, we see that “Thomas Wigley” (59) is recorded as
“Head”. He is married and his wife’s name is Ann (56). This Census also records that they have been married
for 32 years and that they have 9 children. At the time of this Census, 4 of the 9 children live at home , the
eldest being John who is 21 years old. All of this information constitutes a common and pretty solid starting
point for the family historian.

Method

We want to know the name of Thomas Wigley’s bride, Ann. What is her maiden name? How do we set about
discovering it? First, calculate the marriage year.
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The essential pieces of information which we should use, in this example, are the census year (1911) and the
number of marriage years (32). Subtracting 32 from 1911 gives us the year 1879 for the marriage of Thomas
Wigley and Ann. If you do not know the number of marriage years, depending on the census year and the
particular information recorded, the age of the oldest child can be a good indicator to use in a marriage search.

The Census tells us that both husband and wife are born in Derby so we should start our search for their
marriage using the assumption that they married in Derby. So, our Ancestry search parameters are;

Marriage Partner First Name (1)
Marriage Partner Last Name (1)
Marriage Partner First Name (2)
Marriage Partner Last Name (2)
Marriage Year

Marriage Location

L R i B o o

Ancestry Search Results

Filters Clear all
v Birth, marriage & death, including parish X
> Birth, baptism & christening 1,387
> Marriage & divorce a7
> Death, burial, cemetery & obituaries 248

Ancestry ‘Broad - Exact’ Settings

Your search ALl

Broad = FExact
thomas @
wigley '@
Married: 1879 @
In: derby, derbyshire, engla... @
Hide 1 field ~

Spouse(s): ann

Focus: England v

Thomas [given]

Wigley [given]

Ann [given]

[unknown therefore blank]

1879 [calculated]

Derby, Derbyshire, England [assumed]

Using these parameters in Ancestry’s “Birth, Marriage &
Death including Parish” Search section and with Ancestry’s
default search settings (more on this later) yields the daunting
number of 2,654 ‘hits’. This number is inflated unnecessarily
by 248 Deaths & Burials and 1,387 Births, baptisms &
christenings; we can filter out these life events by clicking on
the ‘Marriage & Divorce’ and the number of hits reduces to a
more manageable 747.

We used Ancestry’s default Search settings but we now need to
adjust them to further reduce the number of hits and help us to
find the record we want.

The ‘Your Search’ image (left) shows the settings used in our
marriage search. You can adjust search ‘sensitivity’ for each
parameter which greatly affects the number of search hits.

You can see the “Broad - Exact” icon towards the top right of
the image. Each of the four search parameters has a black and
white, circular ‘button’ next to it. Three are set to the far left of
the slider. The slider button alongside “wigley” is set to the
second position (slightly further to the right of the slider scale).

The slider position for each search parameter tells Ancestry how to interpret and select each record it finds as

set out below.
For first names;

1. Position 1 (far left of scale)
2. Position 2

3. Position 3

4. Position 4

5. Position 5 (far right of scale)

For last names;

1. Position 1 (far left of scale)
2. Position 2

3. Position 4

4. Position 5 (far right of scale)

For dates;

1. Position 1 (far left of scale)

“Broad”

“Exact, similar, sounds like and initials”
“Exact, sounds like and similar”

“Exact and similar”

“Exact”

“Broad”

“Exact, sounds like and similar”
“Exact and similar”

“Exact”

“Broad”
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2. Position 2 “+/- 10 years”
3. Position 3 “+/- 5 years”
4. Position 4 “+/- 2 years”
5. Position 5 “+/- 1 year”
6. Position 6 (far right of scale) “Exact”
Refining the Search
Vour search P e We are certain that the name of Ann’s husband is “Thomas Wigley” so
we can set the slider button to the “Exact” position for both the ‘First
wodme e 1Name’ and ‘Last Name’ search fields. Click and drag the slider button
thomas ¢ nextto “thomas” and “wigley” to the far right and click the blue
wigley () “Apply” button at the bottom (no image).
Married: 1879
In: derby, derbyshire, engla... (8) Ancestry applies the two filters and reduces 747 hits down to 530.
Hide 1field ~

By moving the slider button next to “derby, derbyshire, england” to the
“Exact” position and applying the addition filter reduces the number of
hits to 31 (no image).

Spouse(s): ann

Focus: England b

Correct Identification

Now the work begins to identify the record of Ann’s marriage to Thomas Wigley from the 31 hits. This is the
critical stage of our original search; what is Ann’s maiden name? In Ancestry this can be quite tricky!

The first 6 of the 31 marriage hits are summarised below.

1. Name Thomas Wigley, Marriage Apr 1878 Derby, Derbyshire

2. Name Thomas H Wigley, Spouse Sarah A Sibley, Marriage Oct 1922 Derby, Derbyshire, United
Kingdom

Name Thomas Wigley, Marriage Jan 1865 Derby, Derbyshire

Name Thomas Wigley, Marriage Jan 1884 Derby, Derbyshire

Name Thomas Wigley, Marriage Jul 1886 Derby, Derbyshire

Name Thomas Wigley, Marriage Oct 1906 Derby, Derbyshire

o v W

The one search parameter which we have not tinkered with is the marriage year 1879 but a scan of the first six
hits reveals that one record most closely matches that marriage year; the first, 1878, April Quarter!

[ England & Wales, Civil Registration Marriage Name Thomas Wigley
Index, 1837-1915

Marriage & divorce
= View

Marriage Apr 1878 Derby, Derbyshire

Marriage ‘hit’ for Thomas Wigley in April Quarter, 1878

By hovering your cursor over the text “England & Wales, Civil Registration Marriage Index, 1837-1915,
Ancestry displays some of the record’s details as shown in the image and helpfully tells you how well your
search parameters match the selected record.
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() Show how your search matched

Exact 8 Different

Name: Thomas
Wigley [ Exact |
Registration Year: 1878

Registration Quarter:  Apr-May-Jun
Registration District:  Derby
Inferred County:  Derbyshire
Volume: 7b
Page: 739

Records on Page: Name

Ann Bottom

Jane Bird

Thomas Griffin Buggins
Thomas Wigley

Marriage ‘hit’ detail for Thomas Wigley in 1878

The crucial part of this reveal is that of the 4 names displayed; just one candidate Spouse is “Ann” and that is
“Ann Bottom” which (I happen to know!) is the lady we’re looking for.

Marriage Partner Matching

The Civil Registration Marriage Index has a separate record for the Bride and the Groom under their
respective surnames but with the same registration details (see below). How does Ancestry link them
together?

By clicking on the “View” icon (image above) Ancestry displays an image of the Marriage Index page where
it identifies the Marriage of Thomas Wigley in Derby in 1878. The Register shows all ‘Wigley’ marriages
recorded in the April calendar Quarter of 1878; there are six of them (image).

WicLey, Edward Henry. ....Stafford 6b. 4
— Eliza......coocviiiimninnininiin Dartford 28, 627
T ankll!lIlllllltlllll.illt.lli‘l‘lt.l Cholltﬂﬁ 80- 9?6
_"Phoml'p llilllll.llll‘lllllllll!llillli.l&.mn Gd. 368
——Thml. u-nnnunnnuuuuu-uun-D"b ?b. ?39
— William, .00, eevessrsnssesrnMerthye T, 100, 541

Wigley Marriages for 1878, April Quarter

Note that, for our man “Thomas Wigley”, next to his name in the Index in the image above are recorded
“Derby”, “7b” and “739”. These are, respectively, the Registration District, Register Volume and Register
Page Number recorded for his marriage.

To match Thomas’s marriage Index entry with Ann Bottom’s, we can search Ancestry for a marriage using
Ann’s and Thomas’s details;

% Marriage Partner First Name (1) Ann

% Marriage Partner Last Name (1) Bottom

% Marriage Partner First Name (2) Thomas

% Marriage Partner Last Name (2) Wigley

% Marriage Year 1878 [we now know the exact marriage year]
% Marriage Location Derby, Derbyshire, England
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Name: Ann Exact
Bottom
Registration Year: 1878

Registration Quarter:  Apr-May-Jun
Registration District:  Derby
Inferred County: Derbyshire
Volume: 7b
Page: 739

Records on Page: Name

Ann Bottom

Jane Bird

Thomas Griffin Buggins
Thomas Wigley

Marriage ‘hit’ detail for Ann Bottom in 1878
We get a hit (image above) where these Index entries match both marriage vent entries;

% Registration Quarter ~ Apr-May-June [calendar Quarter two]
% Registration District ~ Derby

% Volume 7b

% Page 739

% Partner Record Thomas Wigley
Conclusion

We can say with certainty that Thomas Wigley married Ann Bottom on a date within the April calendar
quarter of 1878 somewhere in the Derby Registration District. However we do not know the exact date or
place of marriage. We can get all the marriage details, for example full date and location, by these means;

e Buying a copy of the Marriage Certificate for Ann and Thomas using the Index information above,
e [ ocating a digital image of the marriage register entry in Ancestry’s Parish Records.

Parish Records

An example of a marriage register image from Ancestry’s Parish Records is shown below and you can see that
it has much more useful information than the GRO Register entry. These images can be downloaded to your
data stick but remember that while many Parish records are digitised in both Ancestry and FindMyPast, many
are not and you might not always find what you’re looking for.

18_0([4 Marriage solemuized atm:&@aﬁim the ofﬁ&t@_—&)@t_m the County of‘My—

No. ‘When Married. Name and Surname. Age. | Condition. Rank or I’ jon. | Resid at the time of Marriage. |~ Father’s Name and Surname. IRank or Profession of Father.
: s Q- D)
W. 49(- &wm gwl 97’ ﬁacblw Ll anv / ,<m¢{(m Rf i [\ LC{/La/rz[%wj“ / otlor

Married in the. im@m___uccmdm" to the Rites and chmomos of the Ebtﬂbllb]lcd Ch\uch | ) R e G after / :’2 GannS by me,

it uen? % ik {% /»VM (/&/ L %WEM%?&%ML

%f G/\y/l (‘74&@ //34] My g o % l:;Zx/y\ s

388

was solemnized

between us, of us,

This Marriage {

Notes
Guidance Sources

> FindMyPast free guide to Birth records (LINK)
> FindMyPast free guide to Marriage records (LINK)
> FindMyPast free guide to Death records (LINK).

Search Sources
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> “FreeBMD”
> “Ancestry”

> “FindMyPast”
Scotland Search Sources for Births, Marriages & Deaths

Scotland’s People Births Scotland’s People Marriages Scotland’s People Deaths

Ireland Search Sources for Births, Marriages & Deaths

> “IrishGenealogy.ie”
Certificate Copies

% England: General Register Office (GRO), £12.50 *
% Ireland: Irish Health Service Executive (HSE) €20 standard certificate, €5 uncertified copy. '

& Scotland: “Scotland’s People”.

2 At 24" May 2026
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https://www.freebmd.org.uk/
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/categories/34/?searchOrigin=navigation_header&_gl=1*1ageadw*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gbraid=0AAAAADrxON2AZ2gnQlIddnav7T0wb9A2k&gclid=Cj0KCQjwoMXQBhDcARIsAH-eEtsYH3hpN9ReCb5Z-R0AT2p1cMgEtRCGq6aac_WW1PLrMq8aOdu_rEIaAiO4EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
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https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/login.asp
https://www2.hse.ie/services/births-deaths-and-marriages/order/
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/order-certificate
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Parish Records

Introduction

Think of Parish Records as a much richer and visual version of the births, marriages and deaths registers
discussed above. At best they are photographic images of original, hand-written church registers or they can
be transcriptions of text from original Parish records. Searching is free but the details are paywalled so you’ll
need a subscription to see details and to download images. FindMyPast and Ancestry hold records for
different parishes and there is no overlap. Remember that some parish records have not been digitised or

transcribed.

The example images below show information for each parish record type. Look out for;

* An infant’s date of birth recorded in a baptism register and the family’s address.
» Ancestors’ and witness signatures in a marriage register.

= Father’s, bride’s and groom’s occupations and home addresses.

I Bgl_"i‘h\ds : solemmzed in the Parish of St facd ’ ‘VM
in the County of’ Bios i

in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and ——3&&3—&4&——

3 7 i |
When |  Child's B i il -,___l Abode; Qunm’:;,m“' Bgze‘rveh;:';.;he
Baptized. lChriniun Name.| Christian. Surname. "= ! Profession. | Was Performed.
lstq‘f 9’ l |
x. |
| bt P T iy G et | DBl
L) 2 R I
No.33 %2 | ‘ | "r/;“”’“ |

IMAGE: Sample Parish Baptism Register 1898 [date of birth recorded in left margin]

1894 . Marriage solemnized at__ e Jarioh Chuch in the Tarioh of_f)ﬂﬁrﬂmtsk'  Derdiy in the County ufﬁéf_

Ko, When Marrled. | Kame nnd Surname. __|_A_gg._ Contlition. | E‘.n:lk ¢ Professlon. | Tie silence at the time of Murrin ge. | Pather's Nomo wed Burname. Mwl'mfn-mnl’l’n:hn!
apt, ‘ b Taglon |26 | oo | | Scnsar ‘ gc'mwmm‘ ot ww;} Poriche-lagor
452| a1 (_ o qde
183___ h"ﬂfjr 3M, I’b(M“M. Srh[mslr-er :)Ag[hw_d 6 %dﬂwﬁ*ﬁ“'ﬂﬁ\ Boies PWavidon L
Married in the -fcmok Chureh  according to the Rites and G les of the Established Oliureh, by acafter {D0dae by me,

- e R

IMAGE: Sample Parish Marriage Register 1898

BURIED in the Parish of &g/?
in the County of é@ﬂg . e

Nume. { Abodle.

between s, ﬁaa# #ﬂé‘z

in the ch'x 182 Z

By whom the Ceremony was
performed.

When Buried. ‘ Age.

/Zué('%m{)l ik Lot s | EF %///;’/é;/

No. 569, &
futld ‘
19~ || Horceer ;'1155' T | Do coecct| 35| D HMorstoee,
fectl € 2 /
o1 /K| G-
séc

No. 570.

0
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IMAGE: Sample Parish Burial Register 1879
Sources

> Search Ancestry Parish Records (LINK)
> FindMyPast free guide ‘Parish Baptisms’.
> FindMyPast ‘Family History Hub’ guide (LINK).
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Trade Directories

They are an invaluable research source, providing information about local communities and the people who
lived in them in the Victorian and Edwardian eras. Published more frequently than the census, directories can
help to fill gaps in a timeline narrative. Directory publication dates vary according to location and information
may have changed between recording and publication.

In Britain the first recognisable directories emerged during the late seventeenth century, meeting a growing
demand for accurate information about trade and industry.

Typical contents are;

= Descriptions of cities, parishes, towns and villages, possibly including geographical, historical and
statistical details.

* Information about local facilities, institutions and associations.
= Listings for private residents, traders, trades and professions.
= Details of important people.

=  Advertisements.

IMAGE: Sample Trade Directory (Windsor Library)

Particularly useful when read in conjunction with a map (see below) of a similar date.

Remember that street and road names in some towns and cities have changed over the years. London, for
example, was badly damaged during the second war and some areas have been rebuilt with a different street
layout. As towns evolved to cope with higher traffic volumes and the motor car, road layouts were altered to
streamline road traffic flows. Buildings were sometimes demolished to accommodate new roads or new and
improved housing. An example of this in Windsor is Ward Royal and the Windsor Yards shopping centre.
Note that not ALL directories are digitised!

Sources

=  Local libraries hold bound, hard-copy Directories in their Reference section.

*  Both ‘Ancestry’ and ‘FindMyPast’ hold digitised, searchable Directories.
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» The University of Leicester in its “Special Collections Online” holds a comprehensive collection of
historical directories for England and Wales which are free to search and download. LINK.

Electoral Registers (Voter Lists)

They provide names and addresses of eligible adults who have registered to vote. The ‘Parliamentary
Reform’ Act of 1832 required the publication (by Parish) of persons eligible to vote.

The ‘Representation of the People’ Act of 1918 allowed women over the age of 30 who met a property
qualification to vote. Although 8.5 million women were eligible, it was only about 66% of the total UK
female population.

The ‘Equal Franchise’ Act of 1928 allowed women over the (now lower) age of 21 to vote.

Division 2.

PARLIAMENTARY AND PAROCHIAL (but not County) ELECTORS.

Page E 7.
Parish of ETON—SOUTH WARD. Parliamentary Polling District E.
No. | .\'.._.&.I.;:ﬂirmlzl:;mx; in fun, l Foiie of Aboda Nature of Gualification | Desoriphien of Qualifying Proparty,
E 202 Ablett, Alma Samuel ............ 38, High street............ dwelling house (serviee) ..... 38, High stroet
B 298 Aldridge, Alfred .................. BT, High street..................... .. dwelling house (; o 87, High street
E 294 Astridge, Henry ... veee -- 45, High street................. ...... dwelling house (service) 45, High street
E 295 Baker, Henry % High strect lwelling house (service) High street
15 206 Burnham, Frank Burdett ... .. 37, King's stable atreet vereeees dwelling hou:
E 207 Edwards, Charles Albert ...... 111, High street ..................... dwelling house (servioo)...... 111, High stroot

IMAGE: Sample Electoral Register 1905

Sources

= Local libraries hold bound, hard-copy, historic and current Registers available for viewing,

sometimes, depending on the Local Authority, with restrictions and with official supervision.

*  Both ‘Ancestry’ (LINK) and ‘FindMyPast’ hold digitised, searchable Registers.

= Note that not ALL Registers have been digitised and some years may not be digitised for your
location of interest.

» FElectoral Registers can fill the gaps between census returns and help provide a timeline for where
your ancestors lived or who lived in a property.
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Maps

Maps come in all shapes and sizes, made by various organisations. We’re most familiar with the Ordnance
Survey (OS) maps, detailed A to Z street atlases, Google Maps and more recently, What3Words. The focus
here is OS maps.

The OS is the National mapping agency of Great Britain created, initially, for military purposes in response to
the 1745 Jacobite uprising when the British Army realised it didn’t have useful maps of Scotland.

The most common OS map scales are explained in the table below beginning with the most detailed scale.
Note that the “unit” may be an inch, millimetre, centimetre etc.

SCALE | MEANING TRANSLATION USES

1:1,250 1 map unit = 1,250 units on the ground lcm (map), 12.5m (land) Construction planning

1:25,000 1 map unit = 25,000 units on the ground Icm (map), 0.25Km (land) | Walking

1:50,000 1 map unit = 50,000 units on the ground 1lcm (map), 0.5Km (land) Driving (& walking)

1:250.000 1 map unit = 250,000 units on the ground | Icm (map), 2.5Km (land) Route planning

Sources
The National Library of Scotland

Its “Map Images’ collection is currently the most comprehensive source of free digitised maps and index maps
(LINK). The scope is extremely broad and includes far more than just OS maps.

Windsor Library

= 1:50,000 scale OS maps of Great Britain available to loan,
»  Wide selection of old maps and town atlases in its Reference section upstairs. Ask for a key to the
cupboard.

=  British Historic Towns Atlas Trust Volume IV covers Windsor and Eton (LINK) and shows the

geographical layout from between 1180 to 1580 overlayed on an OS map from 1869.
o Published by Oxbow Books for the Historic Towns Trust,
o ISBN 978-1-78297-828-2
o Available for reference at RBWM Library. Catalogue (LINK) note that you need to be
logged-on to your Library account.

Legal Deposit Libraries
The so-called ‘Legal Deposit Libraries’ hold comprehensive sets of all published OS maps

% British Library, London

«» Bodleian Library, Oxford

« Cambridge University Library
«» National Library of Wales

«» National Library of Scotland

National Archives, Kew

The National Archives in Kew has published a useful OS maps research guide (LINK).
FindMyPast

‘Find out who lived in your house during World War Two’ (LINK)
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https://www.findmypast.co.uk/maps
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Newspapers

Introduction

Fewer people read hard copy newspapers these days and the nature of reportage has changed significantly
since newspapers were first published in the 17" Century. Newspapers mirror the time when they were
published and bring history to life. They cover every topic under the sun! Expect to find announcements of
births, marriages and deaths, reports which include someone you’re interested in or a street you’re
researching.

British Newspaper Archive
The definitive record of published newspapers is the British Newspaper Archive (BNA) (LINK) who says;

“Newspapers are a brilliant research tool for anybody interested in the past. You can discover
the way historical events were originally reported, unearth forgotten stories and even uncover
amazing details about your own family history.”

It has a guide to help you get started searching its database of newspapers (LINK) and it offers discounted
subscription deals from time to time.

Searching is free but you need a subscription to see the details. FindMyPast has a portal to the BNA available
to subscribers (LINK).

WLHG

WLHG has its own archive of Windsor’s local paper “Windsor, Slough & Eton Express” from 1840 to 2020
(LINK). Contact the group if you would like to visit the newspaper store. The catalogue can be downloaded
from the WLHG web site (LINK).

Baylis Media

The rights to Windsor and Maidenhead’s local newspapers are owned by Baylis Media who provides
subscription access to search its extensive newspaper archive (LINK).

=  Slough Express (since 1950)
* Maidenhead Advertiser (from 1869)
»  Windsor Express (from 1812)

Slough Library

It has archives of several local newspapers, most of which can be browsed on microfiche at the library
(LINK).

*  Ascot & Sunningdale Observer (1985 — 1989).

= Eton & Windsor Observer 1975.

= Slough Express (1958 - 2012)

=  Slough, Windsor & Eton Observer weekly edition (1883 - 2012.

=  Slough Observer (Burnham edition) (25" July 1980 — 29" December 1989).
= South Bucks Observer (18" Nov 1974 - 29" December 1989).

= South Bucks Observer, Iver edition (14™ April 1978 — 29" December 1989).
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*  Windsor, Eton & Slough Express weekly edition between 1812 and 1958.

=  Windsor Express (1957 - 1983.
=  Windsor & East Berkshire Observer (1983 — 1989).

Slough History Online

You can browse and search the Slough Observer for free from 1883 to 1929 on the ‘Slough History Online’
web site (LINK).

The Slough History Online web site (LINK) provides Slough Observer indexes for the following;

= Articles between 1883 and 1900, January 1902 and June 1905 and the years 1906 and 1910, indexed

by name and subject.

= Births, marriages, deaths and memorial columns 1883 - 1929.
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Introduction

An enormous and daunting quantity of historic military information is available but, for beginners, Ancestry is
a good place to start using a subscription account. Expect to find information for the following, covering
many wars, although WW1 and WW?2 yield the most.

= Medal rolls and honours,
= London Gazette promotion announcements
» Regimental and service records

= Enlistment attestations

Sources
Ancestry: (LINK)

Commonwealth War Graves Commission: Its web site is excellent and free to search and download
material (LINK).

Imperial War Museum: It has a unique and free resource ‘Lives of the First World War’ (LINK) which
provides insights into the lives of war dead compiled by members of the public to commemorate the 1918
centenary. You may find information for an individual which no official record possesses.

Regimental History Web Sites: For example, ‘The Wardrobe’ for the Royal Berkshire Regiment (LINK).
Some have War Diary transcripts.

World War 2 Talk: One of the best forums dealing with all aspects of warfare from individual soldiers to

entire war theatres. Accounts are free to create and its membership is populated by specialists in many topics
(LINK).
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Introduction

We have curated a set of varied resources which may help your local and family history research, whatever
your chosen project.

Sources
Windsor Local History Group
«» WLHG has a web page with useful local history links (LINK).

The National Archives

«» Research guides on a wide variety of subjects (LINK).
«» It has its own YouTube Channel with many helpful videos on a wide range of topics;
»  ‘Tracing Your Irish Family History’ (LINK)
» ‘Researching Your Family History’ (LINK)
»  ‘Missing From the Census?’ (LINK)
= ‘Counting the People: The British Census’ (LINK)
»  ‘Preparing to Research’ (LINK)
= ‘Spotlight on: Census’ (LINK)
= ‘Census Records: an introduction” (LINK)

% You can request the military service record for someone who served in the British Armed Forces after

1918 and who was born before 1940. Note that it can take several months until your requested
records arrive. (LINK)

% There are lots of specialist archive sources available which may help your research (LINK)
¢ First World War Research Guides

«» Family History Research Guides

«» Second World War Research Guides
«» Military & Maritime Research Guides
«» Maps Research Guides

FindMyPast

«» FMP has lots of helpful guides to getting started with family history (LINK)

«» Its YouTube video channel has lots of videos relating to family history research and history in general.
There are Podcasts too (LINK).

Windsor Library

«» Has a collection of local and family history resources, maps, electoral registers and much more in its

reference section. It has a web page with an index of resources (LINK).
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https://windsorlocalhistorygroup.org/useful-info/useful-links/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides-keywords/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SW_etzqcH0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfwuzVzADqI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4vwc6dtq98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOyTNTs0oy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smAzznye938
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGORSE-lObQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DV8tesBmxZo
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/request-a-military-service-record/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/find-an-archive
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/?research-category=first-world-war
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/?research-category=family-history
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/?research-category=second-world-war-research
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/?research-category=military-and-maritime
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/?research-category=land-and-maps
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/getting-started
https://www.youtube.com/@findmypast/videos
https://www.rbwm.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/local-history-and-heritage/local-and-family-history-resources-available

Windsor Local History Group ~ Research Resources
Bodleian Library

Its online catalogue ‘SOLO’ is the official search and discovery tool for the

3 It et ot ol et e University of Oxford’s library network. It provides a digital gateway to over 13
Sortby Felevance - million physical items, electronic journals, e-books, and databases spanning the
Bodleian Libraries and most college and faculty libraries.

Sort & Filter Results

Show only: ~
Avallabls Onling

Non-card holders can browse the catalogue but can only access resources that are
Frerned A marked as ‘Open Access’. To find open access resources, you can narrow down
your SOLO search results by selecting Open Access in the dropdown menu on the
left hand side of the screen (image), once you have made a search (LINK).

Physical Resources

Open Access results will have a little orange padlock symbol on them, like this journal below:

[2 | - - JOURNAL
' ]] Joumnal of big history.

International Big History Association.
£. Mi : International Big History Association | Began with: Volume 1, number 1 (2017).

) OPEN ACCESS

® Online Access »

Without a reader membership, you can freely access ‘Digital Bodleian’ where you can view millions of
high-quality images of materials from our archives and special collections (LINK).

British History Online

A digital archive of nearly 1300 volumes of primary and secondary content relating to British and Irish
history, and histories of the British empire and foreign relations (LINK).

Family History

https://www.familysearch.org/en/home/portal/

Institute of Historical Research

The IHR is the UK’s home for history and historians; a leading centre for the creation of digital resources. It
has a useful web page ‘Open and Free Access Materials for Research’ (LINK).

‘British History Online’ is a digital library of printed primary and secondary sources for the study of Britain
and Ireland, with a focus on the period 1300 to 1800. It provides free and paywalled access to 1300 volumes,
plus 40,000 images and 10,000 tiles of historical maps of the British Isles (LINK).

Victoria County History

The VCH was founded in 1899 as a national project to write the history of every county in England. At its
inception, the project was dedicated to Queen Victoria, which is how it derives its name.

It aims to complete authoritative, encyclopaedic histories of each county, from the earliest archaecological
records to the present day, as well as topics such as topography, landscape and the built environment (LINK).

For Berkshire, click HERE.
Cumbria

Cumbrian Manorial records (LINK).
Deeds and Manuscripts

The University of Nottingham has an online digital gallery of some of the manuscripts, archives and rare
books held by Manuscripts and Special Collections at the university (LINK).

END OF DOCUMENT
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https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/discovery/search?vid=44OXF_INST:SOLO
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.history.ac.uk/resources/online-resources/british-history-online
https://www.familysearch.org/en/home/portal/
https://www.history.ac.uk/about-us
https://www.history.ac.uk/research/research-resources-support-historians/open-free-access-materials-research
https://www.history.ac.uk/resources/online-resources/british-history-online
https://www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history
https://www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history/counties-z/berkshire
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/fass/projects/manorialrecords/index.htm
https://nottingham-uk.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=44NOTTS_UNUK:44NOTUK&inst=44NOTTS_UNUK
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